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FromJewishlmmigrantto Union

Generalin UnderTenYears
Early ChicagoJew Roseto Alderman, Civil War Hero and
WashingtonGovernor
By DavidGleicher
rosefasterand furtherthanEdwardS. Salomon:
ot manyChicagoans
Aniving asa l7-year-oldimmigrantin 1855,Salomonbecame,in succession,a storeclerk, bookkeeper,lawyer, alderman,Union Army
lieutenant,captain,major, colonel, and brigadier general,Cook County Clerk,
md, at age32, govemor of WashingtonTerritory.
Salomon was bom in Schleswig-Holstein(northwest Germany, near
the Danish border) on December 25, 1836, where he attended the equivalent
of high school.In 1855,he immigrated to Chicago. He startedin businessas a
clerk in a store, and then as a bookkeeper in a hat and cap shop on Clark
Street.In 1858, Salomonbegan studying law with Norman Judd, a prominent
attomey,and Lewis Davis, a justice of the peace.Salomon'sstudiesled to his
admissionto the Illinois Bar in 1859. Sometimethereafter,he becamea partner in the firm of Peck-Buell- and Salomon.
Answers Army's Call
Like many lawyers, Salomon also became involved in politics. He
began as an ally of Chicago Democrat Stephen Douglas, and in 1861 was
electedaldermanof the 6th Ward (located from Randolph to North Avenues,
the lake to Westem). While serving as alderman,in July, 1861, Salomon answeredLincoln's first call for volunteersfor the Union cause,and enlistedas a
secondlieutenantin the 24th Illinois Regiment,commandedby Colonel Frederick Hecker. Hecker, a non-Jew,had been a leader of the democraticmovement in Germanybefore and during the upheavalsof 1848.He had spokenout
many times in favor of full civil rights for Germany's Jewish population, a
fact rememberedby Chicago's Jewish community, most of whom had also
emigratedfrom Germany.
Over the next year, the 24th saw no action and a dispute arose beHecker
tween
and some of his officers. Hecker and his supporters,including

MeetingRecalls
Careerof Rabbi
JacobWeinstein
Panel sharesrecollections
of KAM rabbi and the Htde
Park community
everalhundredpeopleattendedthis
ft
quarler'sopenmeetingthat reviewed
.\
|r..f the work of former KAM Temple
Rabbi Jacob Weinstein. Held at KAM Isaiah Israel Congregation in Hyde Park, the
meeting featured a panel of Weinstein's
colleagues
and family and includedreminiscencesfrom severalofhis friends.
Ruth Levine, Weinstein'sdaughter. Rabbi Amold JacobWolf. current mbbi
at KAM IsaiahIsrael,KAM archivistJessica Young, former alderman l,eon Despres,
and community leaders Robert Lifton and
Sam Golden servedon the panel addressing the topic, "The Activist Rabbi: Jacob
Weinsteinand Hyde Park, 1936-1967."
continu.d on bop. 3

Chicago Jews of today may not
readily rememberEdward Salomon, but he
was one of the most colorfirl Jews o live in
the city before the Civil War. As a lawyer,
politician and soldier, he left a distinct ma*
on Chicago, the Washington territory and
the entile country,
Local historian David Gleicher is
an attomey specializing in federd, cdmind
and civil litigation. He lecores widely on
Chicago Jewish history and is the author of
a forthcoming Tradition Magazineanicle on
the origins of the €hicago's Hehrew Theological College.

n March 1989,this publicationfeatured
an article on a grcat numberof files delivered to our Society by the family of
the late RobertAdler containingcorrespondence betweenhimself and many Jews
stranded in Germany, Austria and
Czechoslovakiaas Hitler came to rule in
thesecountdes.The letters dealt mainly
pleasby Jews,who were
with the desperate
strangersto the Adler family, requesting
Adler's assistance
and hoping for affidavits
to supporttheir immigration to the United
States.This correspondencenow rests in
the ChicagoJewishArchives and is as yet
unpublished.We are fortunatenow, however, to have available to us a new book of
World War II Europeancorespondence. In
Letterufrom Prague,1939-1941,Raya Czemer Shapiroand Helga CzemerWeinberg,
two sisters and long-time residents of
Chicago, collect a number of letters between their parents and sevgral relatives
trapped in Europe. The book is available
from AcademyPublishersof Chicago.
Raya and Helga came to Hyde
Park during World War II to join their parents,Irma and Max Czemer,leavingbehind
their grandmother,uncle and others in
Pmgue. After the recent deathsof both parents,the sistersdiscovereda numberof letters betweenthem and their family stranded
in Prague.The letters begin in 1939 and
ceasein 1941 when the grandmotherand
uncle were transpofted and murdered by the
Nazis.
The letters have been translated
into English and a number have been selectedfor inclusionin the new book.
These letters are haunting. They
recall with horror how those who were left
behind desperatelysought to escape- and
how all the doorsof the world werc closed
to them. It is a moving experience to read

President
WalterRoth
such co(espondencewhen it is between
Jews who were strangersto each other, as
in the Adler correspondence,
but it is doubly moving when it is betweenmembersof
a close-knitfamily tom asunderby events
beyondtheir control.
ChicagoJews.andlhe community
generally,are now fortunate that Helga
WeinbergandRayaShapirohave seenfit to
sharetheseletterswith us so as to enableus
better to rememberand recall the tragedy
that befell our people in Europe in our lifetime, I highly recommendthe book to all of
you.
On a somewhatless sombernote,
I would like to congratulateour Vice President and ProgramChairman,Burton H.
Robin, on being awardeda Distinguished
Professorship Award by the Board of
Trusteesof the City Collegesof Chicago
and the Cook County College Leaders
Union. Burt has been a professor in the
Physical ScienceDepartmentat KennedyKing College for many years and the award
was given to him by his peersfor his role as
an outstanding teacher and leader.We congratulateBuIt and wish him continuedsuccessin all his endeavo$.
Walter Roth
President

A ParticularKind
of Help

Burton H. Robin.
Vlce Pre6identand Program Chairman
2

of LheChicago
Tt is the happybusiness
Historical
Society
to chronicle
Jewish
I
Iand oreserverecordsof lhe Jews of
Chicago since the frontier years.The stories of their lives and their faith, their occupationsand their escapades,
their triumphs
of love. We take oral historiesand build a
library of them for future generationsto
cherishas we do.
Underlying all of our work is an
inescapableawarenessof mo ality, We
read and wdte about people whose lives
have ended, and too often we learn that

others,whose oral historiesmight have
been illuminating, have grown too frail to
teach us. We dde time, and only for the
time that we have.
Still, we dare to believe that this
Societyis now so firmly establishedthat it
will survive us all and go on thriving into
the future. Other leadersand other members will pick up wherewe leaveoff, swell
our ranks,and continueour good work. As
today's Jewish news becomestomorrow's
Jewishhistory,the ChicagoJewishHistorical S oci ety w i l l be th er e t o keep t he
recordsfor our students,for our children,
for our builde$.
So we dare to ask you for a particular kind of help. Pleaserememberthe
ChicagoJewishHistorical Society in your
will. Write us in
not just for a specific
sum of moneyor a percentage
of the whole
- but alsodesignate,specifically,the documentsand artifactsthat you have saved;
and we will savethem in your name.And
so will our successors.
Thankyou for consideringus, D

AmericanJewish
HistoricalSociety

Announces
Competitions
his qua er's issue of the American
JewishHistorical Society newsletter
announcesthree comDetitionsthat
should appeal to Jewish historians of varying interestsandexperiences,
Ftst, SephardicHouseis holding
a competitionfor researchpapersdealing
with Sephardic folklore, literary works,
personalitiesor comrnunityhistory. There
are prizes of $250, $150 and $100 available for the winning manuscripts.The
deadl i ne i s A pri l 15, 1992. For m or e
information, contact SephardicHouse, 8
W. 70th St., New York, NY 10023,(212)
873-0300.
Second,the JewishHisto cal Society of New York offers a $2500 graduate
fellowship for studentsof New York Jewish history.
And third, the American Jewish
HistoricalSocietyoffers an annualprize of
$100 each for the best studentarticle and
the bestanicle on local Jewishhistory submi tted to A meri can J€wish Hist or y.
AJHS also gives $100 to the winner of the
NationalHistory Day high schoolcompetitlon.
For more information on the New
York Society'scompetitionand the AJHS
contests,contactAJHS at 2 Thomton Rd,,
Waltham,MA 02154.
o

SocietyPast

SocietyWelcomes

President
Schwartz
Compiles
CemeteryDirectory

NewMembers

n accuraterecord of intermentsin
one of t he c i ty ' s o l d e s t J e w i s h
c em et er ies h a s b e e n c o m p i l e d
through the efforts of CJHS PastPresident
NormanSchwartz.The burial groundis the
Ohave Sholom Mariampol plot at Oak
Woods Cemetery.
Purchasedby the Ohave Sholom
Maiampol Congregationin 1874,the half
acreof landwasthe lirst Jewishsectionin
the prestigiousSouth Side cemerery.famous for its gravesof Civil War casualties,
particularlythoseof Confederateprisoners
o f war who died i n C h i c a g o ' s L i b b y
Prison.
In the years after 1874, the congregation of orthodox Eastem European
Jews becamevery prominent,absorbed
o th er s y nagouge sa n d mo v e d s e v e ra l
times. It curently exists as Anshe Sholom
B'nai Israel at 425 West Melrose in Lake
View. In the course of these changes,
cemeteryrecords maintainedby the congregationbecamemuddled,inaccurateand
i n com plele:and O a L Wo o d s C e me te ry .
which hassincecreatedother,generalJewish sections,kept no recordsfor the Ohave
Shalomplot.
To make it possiblefor the Jewish HistoricalSocietybelterlo answergen e ologic al inqui ri e s , Mr. S c hw a rtz
preparedan accuratediagramof the Ohave
Shalomplot, indicatingeachgrave and, in
more than one thousandinstances,who
was buried in each. The new diagram,as
well as a card file and completeprint-out
of individual burials,is now availableboth
at the Oak WoodsCemeteryoffice at 1035
East 67th streetand at the Anshe Sholom
congrcgatron.
"There were many difficulties to
overcome,"said Mr. Schwartz,"among
them fallen stones,missing stones,illegible stonesand onessolely in Hebrewwitho u t las t nam es or w i th n a m e s w h o s e
English spelling is unknown. Although
making rubbingsof illegible stonessometimes helped,there remainedin the end
more than one hundred graves which remain unidentified."
Des pit e t h e s e l i mi ta ti o n s . l h e
results of his efforts will be a boon to
geneologistsas well as to all who wish
to preservethe record of Chicago Jewish
history.

- r.J.s.D

soci ety i s pl easedlo announce
new
membersfrom the last quaner.
-flIhe
I
We welcomelhem inlo the society
and urge them to participatein our effons
to prcservethe recordof ChicagoJewry.
Penny S.Gold
ML & Mrs. Leonard

BabbiJacobWeinstein

Rita Korr
M| & llfrs. Richard
Kraus

Mr. & Mrs. Milton

Mr & Mrs. Alfred
Lipscj
Mr & Mrs. George
Pktfer
lrlr. & Mrs. Kurt
RobenWolf

Weinstein
continued fron paee l

Their storiesfocussedin particularon Weinstein's work with the Kenwood-Hyde
Park community and the problemsit faced
as it becameracially integrated.
Wolf shared a personal sto.y of
his long-time acquaintance.
Therc was talk
in the early 1960s,Wolf said, that Weinstein would move to the new north shore
congregationof TempleSolel with Wolf becoming his successorat KAM. Instead,
Wolf went first to Temple Solel and retumed to KAM IsaiahIsrael yearslater."lt
took me 25 yea$ to get back here,"he concluded.
Wolf also revealedthat his grcatuncle, Rabbi TobiasSchanfarber,had been
KAM rabbi for many years, beginning in
1 9 0 1.
Levine was able to shareglimpses
of her father's personalside with the large
a u d i encethat had know n hi m chi efl y
throughhis public accomplishments.
Seveml membersof the audience
sharedtheir memoriesof Weinsteinas well.
Mrs. kster Asher told of the work her husband,a famouslabor lawyer,and Weinstein
had accomplishedtogether.Nell Pekarsky,
w i d ow of U ni versi ty of C hi cago H i l l el
R a b bi Mauri ce P ekarsky,recal l ed the
friendshipbetweenWeinsteinand her husband.Joe Levinsontold of Weinstein'shum o ro us si de. A nd R abbi S ol omon
Coldman'sdaughters,Mrs. Naomi Epstein
and Mrs. Gayola Zemel spoke of their father'swo* with Weinstein.
The Societyholdsfour openmeetings a year, at locations all around the
Chicago area. Look in the newsletterand
expect separatemailings to announcethe
topic and site for the Springmeeting.Meetings are open to Society members,their
guestsand the generalpublic.
D

We urge all of our membersto
considerjoining one or more of our standing committees,some of which deal with
col l ecti ngoral hi stor ies.const r uct inga
ChicagoJewishphoto archive.arranging
for our quarterly open meetings,working
toward cemeterypreservationand increasi ng our membershi pCall
.
our of f ice at
(312) 663-5634if you are interestedin
more information.
We urge you as well to consider
giving membershipsas gifts to friends,
family and all the people you know who
have left Chicago but not gotten it out of
their heart.
tr

AJHSAnnounces
Centennial
Meeting
A meri can Jewish Hist or ical
l -fl he
Society.
of which the ChicagoJewI
I
ish HistoricalSocietyis a member.
has announcedplansfor its annualmeeting
May 14-1,'1
in Washington,D.C. at the Park
Hyatt.
Thi s meeti ng is t he societ y's
l00th, and promises.toreview the group's
numeroussuccesses
ln worKrngIo pleserve
the accomplishmentsof American Jewry.
Attendeeswill hear presentations
on histodographyas well as specifictopics in Jewi sh hi story and w i ll also have t he
opportunityto tour the WashingtonJewish
HistodcalSociety'smuseumand headquarters,a restoredsynagoguethat CJHSPresidentWalterRoth hascalled"magnificent."
For information on joining the
AmericanJewishHistoricalSociety,call
(617)891-8110.
C JH S m em ber swho announcetheir local membershipcan have a
Dortion of their dues earmarked for retum
to our Society.
D

UniVefSity

Hirschandprominent
attomey
Eli Felsenthal,
around
400

Of ChiCagO

in his1916
Citinstheimportance
of thecampaign

100 YeafS

COmmgmgfatgs
Of PaftnefShip

peoplemet andpledgedto raise$25,000.

A Historyof the Universityof Chicago,Dr. Thomas
wrote,'iThecommittee
assumed
the
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From, The IJniversity During lts
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cerebrares
s.the
university.orchicago

tnis year, it is timely to recall the ways in which it
A
L lhas given to and received from the Chicago Jewish
community. Even as Chicago Jews were instrumental in
founding the University, so too have they benefited from
one of the few major American universities that has never
had a quota policy restricting the admissionof Jewish stu-

facultyandtrustees
of
dents.with jewsactiveasstodents,

il:";ffi::,fl]t,lJ, :l:

action of the Standard Club was one of no.uble public spirit and liberality.
It will be held in lasting and grateful
rememberance.and we hoDe to erect on our
campus a memorial that will tell the story to

"i:illgat""l;fl*lt:n,,

Goodsoeed
referredro was

the universityfrom its foundingto today,the interaction theBaptists,andthe Universityof Ch'icagowasfoundedas
b e t w ee n the u n iversityandatsaotisiinsti t u t io n . De the Jewish community hu" Even as Chicapo Jews were instrumental
spite suchreligiousaffilia-

'"""'?n:":::';y or rhe infoundingtie (Jniversity.
sotoohave ll[;i'lilJJ"1,J|?"'"',*'l
they benefitedfrom one of thefew maior
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thatrefused
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Lnlcago, one wnlcn nao exto many of presistednear34thandcouage

^,,,:-t- students.
-,,,,1
Jewish

Groveonlandgiventoitbytiis,Chicagoconsi stently
StephanA. Douglas, ceased
operating,several Chicago groups began making plans for
a new university. In 1890, with.the campaign flagging.
Jewish members of the Standard Club came together to
raise funds. Under the chairmanshipof Berthold Loewenand
Presidentor
of Drlri
Sinai r,uuBreBarrurt'
Congregation.arru
oallKer alrq
and n€$ruerll
thal, a banker
ulal,

with the assistanceof Sinai CongregationRabbi Emil

^ontrast

lilior. eu* coasruniversi-

made a olace for Jews as students.facult* administratori
and trustees.Through rhe 1920sand 1930; - an era when
anti_Semitismin th; U.S. may well have been at its peak
- the University boastedbetween20 and 30 percent iewish enrollment.
The UniverSity'S
rTnivFrqitv'qfOunding
fo,n.tino president,
nresi.tenrDr.
T)r William
william
The

Hamer.was a brilliani scholarof tire Old Testamentand

had taught Hebrew at the Baptist Theological Seminary of
Atrornev
- EtiFetsenrh"l Morgan Park and then at Yale University. His agreeingto
join the infant university ensuredits survival. John D.
Rockefeller, who had already given $600,000, promptly
donatedan additional $2.ffi0,000. With ten acresof real estate on the Midway donated by Marshall Field and another
$400,000 the Baptists themselveswere able to raise, the
University was able to build its campus and faculty. The
$25,000the StandardClub memberswere able to raisemay
not have been significant in the total, but it did represent
broad public supportat a critical initial stage.
Jewish giving to the University did not stop with
that first donation, however. There are several campus
buildings named for Jewish donors. Henry Crown Field
House and Mandel Hall are located on the centml campus
as is the new Samuel Kersten, Jr. physics building. The
business school is still known informally as Rosenwald

Universilyof Chlcago,circa 1908

Hall, despite Julius Rosenwald's reluctance to allow any for manyyears.In 1972,as the Universitycommemorated
building to be named for him. The school's medical com- its 80thanniversary,
it electedEdwardHirschLevi, grandplex is full of institutions named for Jewish benefactors. son of RabbiEmil Hirsch and son of RabbiGersonB.
There are the Max Epstein Clinic, the Goldblatt CancerRe- Levi, asits president.
search Center, the Bernard Mitchell Hospital and the
NumerousJewshavealso servedas faculty memArthur Rubloff Intensive Care Tower. The medical school bersat the school.Among the original faculty was Rabbi
itself is named for the Pritzker real estatefamily. And the Hirsch,who helda teachingpositionat the Universityuntil
Regensteinfamily, of printhis death.In 1902,Julian
ing fame, gave the money to Citing the importanceof the campaignDr. Mack, then a city judge

il:?f]'*

theworrd-crass
ti ThomaswakefieldGoodspeed.wr:te,
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Therehavebeena

Committee assumed the entire labor of

of theAmerican
Zionist

number of other examplesof
became a prosecuringthe subscriptions...This
generous Movement,
Jewish giving to the Univerfessor at the law school
sity as well. The Nathan
co-operationwas oneof the essential and held that position for
Cummings family recently
many years. Many current
factors in thefinal successachieved." faculty members are Jewgave funds to establish an
endowed faculty chair in
ish, including several who
Jewish studies.The University's Hillel House came about have won Nobel prizes during their associationwith
through monies given by the B'nai B'rith organizationand the University.
the Karasik family, whose son, a marine, was killed in
On a lighter note, Jewish culture may well remain
World War II. Ludwig Rosenbergerdonated an immense most evident through the on-going annual "Latke-Hamcollection of German Judaicathat remains one of the best mentachen" debates.Rabbi Maurice Pekarsky, began the
collections of its kind in the world. Chicago Jewish histori- tradirion by bringing together Anthropology ProfessorSol
an Philip Bregstonelisted an additional two pagesof such Tax and History Professor Louis Gottschalk to argue the
donationsin his 1934 history ranging from the $75,000Mr. competing merits of the Purim pastry called hamentachen
and Mrs. John Hertz gave, "...to be expendedby the Uni- and the Hanukahpotato pancakescalled latkes.The debates
versity of Chicago in the study of disordersof the pituitary continue today under the leadershipof Rabbi Daniel Leifer,
gland and related conditions," to the $250,000Louis Kup- with the latest debatefeaturing presentpresidentHanna
penheimergave to the departmentof ophthamology.
Gray in a performance that was reported to be very funny.
In addition to such financial support, many Jews
As the University begins its second century, it
have been identified in leadershioroles with the Universitv. promises to remain what it always has been for Chicago
Eli Felsenthaland Julius Rosenwaldwere membersof the Jews: a place that has challenged them, recognized them
original Board of Trusteesand each servedin that capacity and welcomedthem.
o
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StrangeCareersof Gangsters
EisenRemainTangled
ConfusionContinuesDecadesLater Between
Name-SharingGangsters
By JoeKraus
axie Eisenwas one of the most notoriousgangstersin Chicagohistory Jewishor otherwise.He
was a West Side tough who sluggedhis way

perhaps appropriately, have recently been made out to be
Jewish heroes.
It's hard to tell what role Eisen, No. 2 played in the
West Side booze rings, but Jews in general seem to have
lost control of large-scalebootleggingby the middle 1920s.
With that loss of control, West Side Jewish toughs were diffused throughout different gang networks. Perhapsas a sidekick to Nails Morton or perhaps on his own, Eisen, No. 2
emergedbefore long as one of the leading figures in O'Banion's Near Northsidesyndicate.
The O'Banion Gang was an oddly ecumenical assortment. At its peak, it was the most terrifying gang in the
city; O'Banion, not Capone,was labelled "Chicago's arch
criminal" by Chief of Police Morgan Collins. O'Banion
himself was kish, but his chief lieutenants were a variety of
backgrounds.Earl "Hymie" Weiss,his second-in-command,
was, despite his nickname, Polish. Louis Alterie and Vincent "Schemer" Drucci were ltalian. George"Bugs" Moran
was Irish. And Morton and Eisen were Jewish.

through ghetto punks and election ofFrcials. He became an
associateof the Miller Brothers and eventually parleyed his
connectionsinto a position in the leadershipcouncil of Dion
O'Banion's gang. He deviseda successfulracketeeringoperation that fixed prices on kosher meats and sacramental
wine. And he was an underworld figure of sufficient clout
that he was tabbed to serve as the facilitator for a legendary
conference between the fighting Capone and O'Banion
No.2's influence
8angs.
While some degreeof Capone'ssuccessmay have
His career took him throush so manv different roles
come from his willingness
in the underworld and showed
to work closely with etlnic
him to be prominent in so
At any rate, therewere two prominent groups other than the ltalmany different areas of the
ChicagoJewish gangstersnamedMaxie ians - Irishman "Machine
city that it is hard to believe
Gun" Jake McGum and lhe
one man could have had so
Eisen,both of whomwereactivein the Jewish Jake Guzik were
much energy. Ald it is hard to
probably the two best
eqrly dqys of Prohibition and both of
believe for a very good reaknown examples- O'Banson: he was two different men. whom wonfor themselves
notoriety in the ion was wide-open and
recklessby comparison.
Inere were two promrnent
That opennessgradually
Chicago Jewish gangsters
took its toll on the group's
named Maxie Eisen, both of whom were active in the early
leadership. With Morton killed in a Lincoln Park horse riddays of Prohibition and both of whom won for themselves
ing accidentand O'Banion, Weiss and Drucci killed in
notoriety in the rough-and-nrmble underworld of the day.
quick successionby Capone forces, the gang confronted an
ever-changingcastof bosses.
West Side tough
How much influence Eisen managedto attain at his
The Maxie Eisen identified as "Maxie Eisen,No.2"
peak is, like so much about criminal history hard to tell. He
by the National Commission on Law Enforcement's 1931
was cited in a number of newspaper reports as part of the
catalogue of 330 Chicago gangland characters is likely the
council that took over after O'Banion's death.Mention of
older, by a slim margin, of the two. He is listed alongside
his name grew less and less frequent, however, and he
Samuel "Nails" Morton and Hirschie and Maxie Miller of
seemsto have drifted out of the gang's leadership altogether
the Miller Brothers as someonewho specialized in "booze."
within a year or two of O'Banion's death. That was, of
The group as a whole is listed as part of the "Twentieth
course, a fortunate time not to be associatedwith the gang
Ward Group," which identified them as Lawndale area
that had come to be controlled by Bugs Moran, a gang that
Jews.
would go down in history as the victims of the St. ValenLess well known than the colleagueslisted beside
tine's Day Massacre.
him, Maxie Eisen, No. 2 seemsto have grown up in much
the way they did: as someonetoughenedby the constant
Preyed on Jews
ethnic conflicts that were inevitable as different groups
At about the time Maxie Eisen, No. 2 was fading
jockeyed for demographic control of the city's different
from the gang scene,Maxie Eisen, No. 1 was operating in a
neighborhoods. Although we know little of his background,
big way. Coming from outside the tight-knit Maxwell street
he was likely part of the group of boys (later young men)
area ghetto, Eisen, No. 1 was in many ways the opposite of
who eventually won control of the West Side for Jews
Eisen, No. 2. Where No. 2 had been associatedwith the
through their boxing skills, audacity and general toughness. group of Jews who had, as folk history has it,"made the
He was one of the "neighborhood boys" whose illegal activWest Side safe for the Jews from the Poles," No. 1 preyed
ities contemporary memory has largely forgiven and who,

underworldof theday.
."--- ..IY'.i::"jlY,l1tj; rough-and-tumble
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on the Jewish community. He leaves a reputation as a veritable monster. Those who talk of him seldom say anything
pleasant and those who knew him best decline to talk at all.
He first left his mark in 1919 when he was sentenced to prison for six months for a felony indictment that
he had connections enough to reduce to a petty larceny conviction. When he next ran into the law in 1925, he had
grown more sophisticated.By the time he was brought to
trial for a grand jury indictment on chargeshe had thrown a
bomb into a Jewish meat market, the prosecution'skey witnesshad convenientlydied.

identify the criminal. The case was dismissed
for want of prosecution.

Gangland mediator
Eisen's position as a major independentoperatorin
Chicago'sunderworldmay well havebeensealedon Oct. 21,
1926 when he sewed as the facilitator for a conference that
broughttogetherrepresentatives
of all the city's major gangs,
including the Caponeand Moran forces that were feuding bitterly in the aftermath of the killings of O'Banion and Weiss.
The conferencehelped produce a relatively long period of
gangland peace and Eisen left his mark on the proceedings
The ruthless racketeer
with his reportedcomplainr,"We're a bunch of saps,killing
From 1925 to 1928, Eisen, No. I left his mark as each other this way and giving the cops a laugh."
one of the most rutblessracketeersthe city had ever known.
Eisenwould remain a figure to be reckonedwith for
Targetting both the Lawndale and Garfield Park neigbor- severalyears.As late as 1930, he would be included on a
hoods,Eisen and his crew tenorized small and disorganized highly publicized list of "public enemies" subjecrto capriJewish merchants.Forming what he called trade associations cious vagrancychargesand I.R.S.harrassment.
- with names like the Hebrew Master Butchers' Association,
Historians
confuse
theEisens
the Master Bakers of the Northwest Side and the Wholesale
and Retail Fish Dealers' Association- he coercedmerchants
The coincidence of two Eisens has confused a numinto paying him dues and fixing their prices. As John Lan- ber of researchers
over the years.Fred Pasley,in his 1930A/
descowrote in his 1929lllinois Crime Srnrey. "The activi- Capone: The Biography of a Self-Made Man, included a seties of these 'racketeers" are
ries of rogues gallery portraits of O'Banion gang members.
confined to the small dealers
Reading the reputation of
Eisen would remain afigure to be
of their own race on the
Eisen, No. 1 into the pernorthwest side. Illiterate and
son of Eisen, No. 2, he
reckonedwithfor severalyears.
ignorant of the law, the vicwrote, "Maxie Eisen, the
As late as 1930, he would be included Simon Legree, so-called,
tims are easily impressedby
bravado and meekly submit to
of the pushcartpeddlers;
on a highly publicized list of "public
methods of extortion, intimidean of the racketeers;a
enemies"subjectto capricious vagrancy Uriah Heepof hypocrisy."
dation, bombing and murder"
During those years,
Herbert Asbury
charpesand I.R.S.harrqssment.
Eisen would be involved in a
made a similar mistake in
long list of shoot-outs and
his 1940 Gem of the
criminal investigations.One such incident,reportedin detail Prairie, one of the most widely cited sources for gangland
by Landesco,is representativeof the brazen cruelty of his history. Describing the famous peace conference Eisen, No.
methods:
1 presided over, Asbury wrote, "Maxie Eisen, who had embarked
On February 3, 1927, Herman and
upon a private career as a racketeer levying tribute
Louis Stein, two brothers having a fish market
from pushcart peddlers [was] present as peacemaker."Eisen,
on Roosevelt Road in the 3900 block, were
No. t had been a racketeer at least sincejust after World War
leaving the Randolph Market when they were
I. Eisen, No. 2 never became a racketeer and, as a close assoapproachedby Maxie Eisen and his business
ciate of the O'Banion gang, would clearly have been unable
agent, Max Granat. They were told they could
to serve as an impartial facilitator between his old gang and
peddle fish no longel the city permit they had
the Caponeforces.
meant nothing, and there were too many of
Other confusions
them in the businessfor all of them to make a
While the Eisens are a glaring example of what conliving. A warrant was issuedfor the arrest of
fusion can arise from duplicate naming, they aren't the only
Eisen and Granat by Judge Padden in the
one. Two of the Miller Brothers have suffered comparably.
Racine Avenue Court. They were indicted and
Harry Miller, brother of rum-runner Hirschie, was a Chicago
released on bonds of four thousand dollars
policemanfrom 1918-1939.Most notoriousas the partnerof
each. Reprisal quickly followed, however, for
Harry Lang in the unsuccessfulpolice attempt to kill Capone
with apparently no fear of the law, Eisen visit
heir Frank Nitti, he was also a much decorated officer. For
ed the shop of the Stein Brothers on Apfl 26,
most of the same years, the well known Judge Harry B.
kicked over several barrels of henins and shot
Miller doled out some of the little legal justice Chicago's
Herman in the leg. He was again indicted,
gangsterswould receive.
charged with assault with a deadly weapon.
In a more serious and less easily .p"#j,::*:::|,
The complaining witnesseswere afraid to
7

Salomon
contiu.d ftun zate I

Salomon, resigned. Despite the 24th's unsettled state, Salomon was promoted to major, all the while, serving as alderman.A portrait of Salomon taken about this time shows
him with a determined look and proud mustache determined-mustache. He has the seriouslook found in photos
of the time, and looks older than his 25 years.

mm'mffltff*ffi
ConcordiaClub for the purposeof raisingfunds to equip

ffimxlg*ffiffi
ment. However, there were non-Jews in Company C, and

therewere Jewishsoldiersin other units of the 82nd.In
fact, Salomon'sbrother-inlaw,iupruin lot"ptt Greenhut,
commanded
oneof *re SZna'snon-J'e*lrtt
"o"ip-i"..
f.6. Cfti"ugo.
About 100 fewistrsoldiersenfirt"J
ttlgtt,
iiir
i"-".uerla
number
does
not
.e".
That
"riii
population
was
not much
in
1860
that chicago's Jewish
percentaee
more than 1.000.

Edward
s. satomon

recaptured
them'In thebattle'Salomonhadtwo horsesshot
out from underhim, andsufferedseverebruises.He stayed
in the middleof the fighting,leadinghis regimentto victory on thetnird dayof thebattle'
in a letterfrom
Salomon'sheroismwasrecognized
his superior,GeneralCarl
'lnurz, to beneralu. (J.

chica- Arriving as a 17-year-old immigrant in
wise,it is asif todav's

ilo*u.0, the overall

1855, Salomon became, in succession, a

at GetUnioncommander

go Jewishcommunitywould
to a war
send23,000sotdiers

ettort

y"1:H:"T:.1::iiJJJff

alderman,
storeclerk,bookkeeper,lawyer,
waspromot-'
Salomon
determination
undervery
ed onceagain,to lieurenant- Union Army lieutenant, cqptain, maior,
sEcond-in-command
coronel,
colonel,and brigadie,girrrot, Ciok
to Hecker of the entire regi-

t"t"t't?'iT"1tfriiYo,,,

rrom
theci,i"ugo
iity coun-

^es

County Clerk, and, at age 32, Sovernor of
resigned
menr.Heapparently
cil, as his last recorded meet-

h;;;;;;rs"J

11,ii6t.

-
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wererecognized
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salomonto rhe
assigned

ommandof a PennsylvaOn August 26, the 82ndmarchedoff for training.Its first
was
in
a
state
of
openmutiny.Salomon
j"i".o;;rr.;,
nia
regiment
that
malor Sattlewas Chancellorsvn",*f,i.f,

He"was
home
sick
inchicago.

Saloman at Gettysburg
It was at the battle of Gettysburg,in July, 1863,that
Salomon earned his reputation as a war hero. Because
Hecker was recovering from injuries suffered at Chancellorsville, Salomon had assumedcommand of the 82nd. On
the first day of the battle, the 82nd covered the retreat of
the Union forces under Confederatepressure,helping ensure that the retreat would proceed orderly, and not tum
into a rout. On the secondday, the 82nd was in the center
of the Union line. The Confederateshad captured Union
rifle pits, and Salomon led the charge which successfully
8
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Finishing out the war
After several months, Salomon returned to the
82nd Regiment. In March, 1864, Hecker resigned,and Salomon was named regimental commander. This was followed by his promotion to full colonel. From May, 1864,
though April, 1865, the 82nd fought in Tennessee,Georgia, and the Carolinas.In the middle of thesebattles, after
the captureof Atlanta, Salomon\ '/assent to Nashville with
orders.However, while Salomonwas in Tennessee,his regiment in Atlanta had besun the March to the Sea under

Sherman.Unable to rejoin the 82nd, Salomon was simply
Salomonabruptly resignedin 1872. Unfortunately,
given a different brigade to command in the fighting he got caught up in the loose ethics of the Grant period. He
around Nashville. It was not until a few months later, in "borrowed" $28,000 from the territorial treasury to invest
December, 1864, that Salomon was able Io rejoin his regi in a land deal. When a U.S. Treasuryagent discoveredthe
ment. The war's end saw Salomon in Raleigh, North Car- matter,Salomontried to buy his silence.The agent,howevolina. The weary regiment retumed first to Washingtonfor er, reportedthe entire affair to his superiors.Salomonreimthe grand review of the troops (they were weary because bursed the entire $28.000. but could not remain in office.
they had to march from Raleigh to Washington). Finally, Rumors were also flying that he had appointed some
the day the entire 82nd had been waiting for anived: The Democrats to public positions, a far worse offense in the
post-Civil War era.
retum to Chicagoon June 16, 1865.
Salomonwas greetednot as Colonel, but as GenerLast days in the west
al, becauseon June 15, he was named Brevet Brigadier
Apparently,some Washingtonresidentsviewed SaGeneral,to date from March 13, 1865. Unlike a regular
rank, a "brevet" appointmentdid not move the officer up in lomon's offense as a small matter in comparisonwith his
pay. Also, if the officer remained in the army, his rank overall good govemorship.The attacks on Salomon were
would retum to what it was after the war (like Civil War impliedly rejected in the praise that the Pacific Tribune
GeneralCuster,who was killed at Little Big Hom, 22 years heaped on Salomon upon his resignation, specifically
stressinghis honesty,capalater as a colonel). Since Sah'i'ry. and good reputatlon.
lomon had no intention of
, ,
. ,,''^ ,,
, ,
salomon arso
remaining a soldier, he re- About 100 Jewish soldiers enlistedfrom
seems
have been the titto
mained "General Salomon"
That
number
does
Chicago.
not seem
ular head of the tiny
to the end of his life.
high, until it is rememberedthat
Olympia, WashingtonJewReturn to Chicago
ish community. On Yom
population
in
l860
Chicago'sJewish
As for the enti re
Kippur, 1871,he conductwas not muchmorethan 1.000.
regiment, they were feted at
ed the servicesand delivnumerousaffairs and official
ered the ser mon for the
Percentage-wise,it is as if today's
welcomes.The 82nd's Jewseven Jewish families then
ChicagoJewishcommunitywouldsend living in rhe rcrritorial capish company, the original
Concordia Guard, brought
ital.
23,000 soldiers to a war effort.
back with them a tattered
Sometime after his
and worn regimental flag
resignation,
Salomon
that had been given to them by the Jewish women of moved to San Franciscoto practicelaw, and remainedthere
Chicago in 1862.That flag stood for the sacrifice of Chica- the rest of his life. He also servedas a Califomia assemblygo's Jewish community in the nation's war effort.
man, San Franciscoassistantdistrict attomey, and departSalomon's war record was soon rewarded. In mental commander of the Califomia Grand Army of the
November, 1865, the 28-year-old,who had arrived in Republic (the Union veterangroup).
Chicago only ten years before, was easily electedCook
His last public appearancewas on July 4, 1913, as
County Clerk as a Republican. In 1869, President Grant a speaker marking the 50th anniversary of the Battle of
named him Govemor of Washington Tenitory. He served Genysburg.He died two weeks later, at the age of 76. His
for only two years,and was, for the most part, a good gov- wife, Sophia Greenhut,whom he had married in 1860, had
ernor. He courageouslyvetoed a reapportionmentbill, died some yearsearlier.He was survived by a daughterand
declaringit unfair to the voters of WashingtonTerritory.
a son (a doctor, so he was proud).
n

pase7)
kontinucdrrom
Miller's brother Dave, the boxing referee and restauranteur,
had a namesakeas well. Dave "Yiddles" Miller was a bitplayer in gangland.A member of Frank Ragen'sColts, an
athletic club that served as a front for a group of thugs for
hire, "Yiddles" was convicted in 1926 of killing James
Thomas, a Black rnan, in a racially motivated attack. Although referee Miller had no connection with "Yiddles," he
has often been tamished by the latter's crimes. Johr Kobler,
in his widely available Capone: The Life and World of Al
Capone, conhtsed the two and wrote of the referee that he
was,"...awhite supremacistas brutish as any Southem redneck." That confusion, repeated in a number of other histoEisgn

ries and biographies,is a clear and unfair mi$epresentation
of the man.
But for tangledcomplexity,it's hard to find a more
confusingcaseof mixed-up identitiesthan betweenthe two
Maxie Eisens. The West Side-O'Banion tough and the
Northwest Side independent racketeer shared not only a
name, but also comparable gangland statusand nearly identical eras. Whelher they knew one another and what either
would have thought about having the other for a namesake
are matters for speculation. As historians, though, we ought
to be careful when we use the name Maxie Eisen; even today
it's hard to tell just to whom it will tum out to belong.
tr

Photography

Committee
AnnouncesNew
Competition
phoSocietys newly established
commiltee
is
holding
a
contography
I
-flhe
I
test for pholographstaken in l9g2
thal renect Jewishcommunityacrivities.
The committeeurges amateurand professionalphotographento considersubmitting
their work.
The committeehas not develoDed
its final plans for the competition.but it
hopes to announcea variety of prizes for
photographersof varying abilities, including a separatecompetition for high school
students.
If you are interestedin working
with the committeeto developthe competition, donateprizes or recruit participants,
contact committeechair Janet Hagerup at
('708\675-3602.
Competitiondetailswill be available within the next several weeks. Look
for further descriptions in next quarter's
newsletterand other ChicagoJewishpublitr
cations.

tant and colorful part of that past in Chicago is the story of Chicago'sJewish sreet
oeddlers."
Memories of Lawndal€ by Beatrice MichaelsShapirorecallsthe old Jewish
west side neighborhoodwhen it was at its
bustlingpeak.Full of charactersand memories,it lets the readertakea leisurelystroll
through"the largestcenterof Jewishpopulation that the city has ever had." The
accompanyingmapsand photographsmake
it almost seempossibleto reconstructa
largelyvanishedem.
The Minsky memorial fund was
establishedto honor the memoryof former
Societyboard memberDoris Minsky. It
came togetherthrough cont butions from
her family and many of the people whose
lives shetouched.Her son Laurence,in the
volume's general introduction, writes,
"Through this fund, my mother'swork will
not only continue,it will grow. My father,
brotherand L..arepleasedthat throughthis
fund, the writings of CarolynEastwoodand
Beatrice Michaels Shapiro are being published; their monographsare truly insightful and captivating.Rememberand enjoy!"
The deadlinefor submissionsfor
this year's Minsky Fund awardhas not yet
been set, but local historianscan g€t morc
information on the competition procedure
from Minsky fund chair Dr. Irving Cutlerat
('708)25t-892't.
Additional copiesof the book are
availablefor $5 at Jewishbookstoresacross
o
the city.

MinskyAward
Winning
ManuscriptsMailed ChicagoJewish
HistoryRoundtable
SocietyPublication
D escribing Peddlers and
TakesShape
LawndaleAvailable
of Chicago's Jewish Street
/^!opies
Peddlersand Memories of Lawnf
of
\-zdale, the co-winningmanuscripts
the first Doris Minsky Memorial Fund,
have been mailed to Societymembersand
donorsto the Minsky fund. The singlevolume features both monographs in a single,
softcover,bookshelf binding.
Chicago's Jewish Street Peddlers, written by Dr. Carolyn Eastwood,is
one of the fullest treatmentsof Chicago's
peddler tradition ever written. Eastwood,
who teachessociology and anthropology at
Roosevelt University and the College of
DuPage,has long been interestedin urban
history and policy. Noting that peddlers
thrive throughout chicago today, she
wr it es . " E v en wit h o u t l h e i r k n o w i n g i t.
today's peddlen inhe t customsand lore,
restrictions and rewards from d colorful
past...Irealizedthat today'sstory could not
be told without a past and the most imporl0

he effort to establisha ChicagoJewish History Roundtable took two
steos forward with its December 3
meeting and with its recent communications with the ChicagoHistoricalSociety.
Under the guidanceof Society
board memberStan Rosen,the roundtable
is designedto be a forum in which amateur
and professionalhistorians can exchange
ideas about their work in progressand
aboutrelevantpublicationsandproposals.
The December 3 meeting brought
together over twenty students,professors
and independenthistoriansto discusswhat
sort of forum would be most supportiveof
their work. Someat the meetingraisedthe
possibilitythat the ChicagoHistoricalSociety might be an appropriate co-sponsorfor
the effon.
As follow-up tq that proposal,
ProfessorRosenshareda letter ftom Russell Lewis of the ChicagoHistorical Society at the recent Society board meeting that
read in pan, "I am pleasedto hear that your

December3 meetingwas a good frst step,
and I am happy to try to help the process
forward."
For more information about the
statusof the roundtable,contactProfessor

Rosenat (312)996-2623.
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J.C.C.DirectorTo
SpeakOn History
of ChicagoThrough

Eyes
Organization's
eromeWitkovsly. the directorof the
ChicagoJewishCommunityCenters,
will be the fealuredspeakerlor the Sr.,y' s next open meeting
ciety's
me et ingon April
Apr il 26.
Witkovsky will speakon the history of
Chicago's Jews from the community services' perspective.
The J.C.C."works to build a more
thriving Jewish community," accordingto
Witkovsky, by providing servicesto Jews
of all ages and in all circumstances."We
work with peoplefrom agezeroto age 110.
We offer servicesfrom Lamazeclassesto
burial. I like to say we go from womb to
tomb."
Since it has been offering such
servicessince 1903,the J.C.C.and its predecassororganizationshave been part of
virtually every major Jewishneighborhood
in the city's history. Witkovsky points out
that the group has typically continued to
sewe formerly Jewishneighborhoodsuntil
the last Jewshave left them."We're the last
institutionto tum the lights out in a Jewish
community," he said, citing the Maxwell
StreetWest Side, South Shore and Albany
Parkneighborhoods
asexamples.
Witkovsky's talk for the Society
will focus on ChicagoJewishhistory as it
Iools from the perspectiveof an organization that hasrecordsof differentcommunrties in their coming together,in their peak,
and in their decline. He will focus on the
different migrations around the city and
into the suburbanareas.
In additionro rheeightcommunity centen it operatesthroughoutthe greater
Chicagoarea,the J.C.C.overseesa variety
of programsincluding the Centerfor Jewish Arts and Letters, the National Jewish
Theaterin Skokie and Camp Chi, a co-ed
ovemightcampin wisconsinDells for 8- l5
yearolds.
The meeting will be held at The
Bemard HermanJ.C.C.at 3003 w. Touhy.
As always,it will begin at I p.m. for a social hour. The proglam will start at 2 p.m.
Thereis no admissionto the meetingard it
is opento the public.
O

Nominating
CommitteeSeeks

Volunteers
nom inat in gc o m m i l te e .n h o \e
m is s ionit is t o s e e kc a n d i d a tefo
sr
I
-fl h e
I
positionsrharwill
Societyleadership
open up in the coming year, is looking for
volunteersto help it in its work.
The Societydependson all of its
membe$ to be activein recordingand preservingJewishhistory,but its leadersset
the prioritiesandorganizethe effortsof that
volunteerforce. In order to maintainthe
quality the boardhas shownover the years,
the nominatingcommitteewill needto give
a great deal of thoughtto potentialnew
leaderscurrentlyin the ranks.
If you are interestedin volunteering fbr lhe nominatingcommittee,contact
committe€chair and past SocietyPresident
NormanSchwaitzat (312)944-M44.
A

Week-Long
Celebration
to

Focuson Colorado
JewishHistory
ueek - long c e l e b ra ti o no f h i s to ry
uill bec om eh i s to ri cd u ri n g C o l I
lor ado J ewis h H i s l o ry We e k M a y
25-31, 1992.
hesentedby the Rocky Mountain
JewishHistoricalSocietyand the University of Denver's Center for Judaic Studies,
programswill highlight the history and
families of Colorado Jews, yesterdayand
today.
Exhibits are plannedfor the Colorado StateCaDitoland the Mizel Museunr
of Judaica.Prof. JonathanSama of Brandeis University, one of America's bestknown Jewishhistorians,will spenda week
as scholar-in-residence.
Other eventsinclude a Memorial Day "RoundupBarbecue," a film seriesand community-wide
celebrationdinner
Lasting mementoswill include
two new books,a souvenirvolumecalledA
Colorado Jewish Family Album, 18591992and a tourislguidebool.Exploring
Jewish Colorado. in which Denver author
and historianPhil Goodsteinlists Jewish
aspectsand little-known facts about towns
andhistoricsitesthroughoutthe state.
(Reprinted from Network, the
newsletterof the AmericanJewishHistodcal Society.)
o
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LateDirector'sOral
HistoryDiscusses
ComingTogether
of Federationand
JewishEducation

traveling a good deal and not doing very
well with it....
Society:You mentionedthe struggle over education.What was the problem
here?
Gol dsmi th: Th e pr oblem was
with the Jews.The crazyJewi. I meanafter
all they had two Federations
- one orthodox and one reform. in which some Orthodox rabbiswere very activeas well as in the
synagogualduties - and these groups
clashed when they came together.Not in
l-f1 he lare SamuelGoldsmithwas an
peace.Each felt the other was black, not
eminentfigure in Chirceo Jewishl'(e
I
white,and so fonh. Jewisheducation.in the
I
lrom his ar val in Iq30 throughthe
senseof a communityresponsibility,
was
1980t.As etecutivedirector of the organione of the aims and at that time was one of
zation that evolvedinto the presentday
the politicaladhesives
of rheOnhodoxcomJewishFederation,he playeda pivttal role
munity.The Onhodoxcommunirywaspriin shapingJewishcharitiesand in holancmari l y l ocal i zed on the West Side of
ing competingfactions of Chicago'sIewish
Chicago.There was a sprinkling of Jews,
communit!.
enoughto form severalsynagogues,along
The following is an excerpt of an
the SouthSide. Most of thoseon the South
oral historJ taken by Societymemberson
Side were reformed Jews and that's been
August5, 1986. The Society'sJiles are rich
changedasyou well know.It wasinevitable
with other oral histories and we invite
that thereshouldbe a primaryantagonism
mcmhersh beconeinvolvedin the ongoing
that grew up not only aroundthe ordinary
project to interview ne$) subjecls and to
chadtableactivitiesbut also their initial fitranscribe and catalogue the ones we alnancialsupport.And asthe discussiongrew,
readyhate.
therewasdebatein generalabouthow much
you
Society; When
started [in
lq30l what was the nameof lhe organiza- money shoul dgo i nto Jewisheducar ion.
How worthy is it of supponby the commution you wentto work for?
Goldsmith: The JewishCharities nity in contrastto suppon by single synagogues.If synagogues
took care of their
of Chicago. There had been two Federaown people,that would automaticallytake
tions. One of Orthodoxand the otherbeing
careof Jewisheducation.All of that sort of
Reform.They had amalgamated
their interthing was going down and I fought a battle
ests and formed one organization.I had
that lastedalmost ten years.That went on
been active in the National JewishPhilanuntil they came into the Federatedscheme.
thropic work. At the time I arrived I was
Becausefor practical purposeswe had to
chairmanof what was calledthe Bureauof
have
two Federations,we createdwhat is
JewishSocial Researchin New York. That
called
the JewishWelfareFund becausethat
was a nationalbody that was concerned
wasa practicalway of raisingfundsto meet
with the developmentmainly of Jewishphiwhat was obviouslygoing to be a growing
lanthropic intercstthroughoutthe country.
prcblem
in connectionwith the suppon of
ln that job I had also becomethe General
the Jewishcommunitiesoverseasas far as
Secretary of the National Conference of
funds of this kind could be exnended
Jewish Social Service and becamepretty
though them to take care of immigiants as
well known nationallybecauseI tavelled a
the tides flowed ove6eas into America and
good deal. I didn't realize how much my
wife was contributing to everything because soon,
Society: You said that they amalI wasawaya gooddeal.
gamated,
that they came together.Is that
Now the man who was a volunwhen the two federationswere merged,
teer,Lewis M. Caln, who hadbeena manuwhenyou camehercin 1930?
facturer of men's clothing and related
Goldsmith: That was the comine
activities,hadbeenvery activein RedCross
logether
work and so forth and he was a member of
Soci€ty;Did that includethe more
one of the old families here.So when they
or less educational parts of each of the fedhad formed this amalgamationthey wanted
entions at the sametime then?
a General Secretaryto keep the activities
Goldsmith: Well, the Reform
going - to help raisethe money and so
Federationhad no communalresponsibiliforth. They electedLewis M. Cahn.He was
ties for Jewisheducation.Somesynagogues
graciousenoughto takethejob. He wasacr
had
variousaspectsof whattheycallededuing as a volunteer and what he knew about
cationalactivities,which werc actuallylecwelfareserviceshe knew throughhis voluntures. The Sinai Temple Forum was a
teerwork.
famous organization and part of the Temple
He had met me many times in the
and they brought to Chicago outstanding
course of pending national meetings and
Jewish lecturers and occasionally rabbis.
recommendedme to the Board here and
They were headedby Emil Htsch who was
they choseme and I acceptedthe job beone of the outstandingrabbis in the early
in
cause additionto my wife, I was ti.redof
days of the Reform movementhere.. . .
O
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WhatWe Are
The ChicagoJewishHistoricalSocietywas
foundedin 1977and is in part an outgrowth
in lhe Ameriof localJewishparticipation
can Bicentennial celebrationsof 1976.
Muriel Robin wasthe foundingpresident.It
has as its purposethe discovery,preservation and disseminationof informationconce rning t he J ewis h e x p e ri e n c ei n th e
Chicagoarea.

Membershipin the Societyincludesa subscription to Chicago Jewish History; each
monographpublishedby the Doris Minsky
Memorial Fund as it appears;discountson
Society tours and at the Speftus Museum
Store and the opportunityto leam and inform othersconcerningChicagoJewish
historyand its preservation.
Membenhip in the Societyis opento all interestedpersonsandorganizations.

WhatWe Do

DuesStructure

The Societyseeksout, collectsand preservesappropriatewritten, spokenand photographic records: publisheshistorical
information; holds public meetings at
which various aspectsof Chicago Jewish
history are treated; mounts approp ate exhibits; and offers tours of Jewishhisto cal
sites.

MinskyFund
The Doris Minsky Memo al Fund, established in memory of one of the Society's
founders and longtime leaders, seeks to
publish annuallya monographon an aspect
of Chicago area Jewish history. Members
may receive a copy of each monograph as
it is published.Manuscriptsmay be submitted and contributions to the Furd are welcomeat any time.

Look

to

the

nock

EAo''r

Membershipruns on a calendaryear,from
Januarythrough December.New members
joining after July 1 are given an initial
membershipthrough Decemberof the following year. The following dues schedule
appliesto catego es indicated:

ChicagoJewish

History

RegularMembership.........................$25.00
FamilyMembership..........................$35.00
ChicagoJewishHrsrory is publishedquarterly by the ChicagoJewishHistorical SoPa ron................................................$50.00
ci ety at 618 S outh Michigan Avenue.
Sp o nsor............................................$100.00
Chicago,Illinois 60605.Telephone(312)
5.00
SeniorCitizenMembership...............$l
are in663-5634.Approprialemanuscripls
.........................$10.00
StudentMembership
vited and shouldbe directedto the editor at
Synagogue
or Organization...............$25.00
3500 North Lake ShoreDrive, Chicago,
1,000.00
Life Membership..........................$
Illinois 60657.Singlecopies:$1.50postChecks should be made payable to the
paid. Successor
to SocietyNews.
Chicago Jewish Historical Society. Dues
E di tor..................... . . . . . . . . Joe
. Kr aus
are tax-deductibleto the extent permitted
EditorEmeritus............Irwin
J. Suloway
by law.
EditorialBoard
Mark Mandle, Walter Roth, Noman
Schwafiz,Milton Shulman,ElaineSuloway
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WalterRoth....................................heside
Burt Robin.............................Vice
hesident
ElaineSuloway..............................Secreta
HermanDmznin.........................,..Trcasur
Directors
Leah Axehod, Daniel Beederman,Charles
Bemstein,Sol Brandzel,Dr Irving Cutler,
Marian Cutler,CarcleGardner,JudgeSheldon Gardner,Clare Greenberg,Dr Adele
Hast*, JanetHagerup,RachelHeimovics*.
Herbert Kraus, Mark Mandle, Dr Edward
Mazur,Tom Meites,JosephMinsky,Elsie
Orl i nsky, D avi d P assm an,Jam esRice.
Muri el R obi n R oge.s*, St anleyRosen,
N orman S chw artz* , M ilt on Shulm an.
Shirley Sorkin, SidneySorkin, Dr. Irwin
Suloway,OscarWalchirk
xlndicatesPastPresident
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