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"A Flag is Born" Pageant Sought to Society Receives
Establish Jewish State in Palestine $5000 Bequest
Ben Hecht Pageant Designed to Raise Fundsfor
Irgun, Struggle against British Jurisdiction

By Walter Roth
Beginning December 26, 1946, The American League for a Free
Palestine presented Ben Hecht's A Flag is Born at the Studebaker
Theater at 418 South Michigan Avenue to a sold out audience. The
theater presentation was another (and the last in Chicago) of Hecht's
pageants dealing with the plight of World Jewry. The League had been
formed in America after the end of World War II under the leadership of
Peter Bergson, the same person who had organized the Irgun Zvai
Leuni organizations in the United States during World War II. Under
the auspices of the earlier organizations, Hecht had written the
Holocaust pageant lle Shall Never Die produced at Chicago Stadium in
1943. Now, over three years later, six million Jews had been
exterminated and the focus was on the remnants of European Jewry and
the struggle for statehood for the Jews of Palestine. Adding to that
turmoil in 1946, Hecht and his followers were at odds with mainstream
Jewish organizations 

The Three Rs
As its Chicago pamphlets enunciated, the League emphasized "The

Three R's": the Repatriation of a million and a half Jews to Palestine
with or without British consent; Recognition of the Hebrew Nation; and
Resistance in Palestine which must be supported. The League accused
the mainstream Zionist and American Jewish organizations of dragging
their feet and of doing little effective work to further the three R's. In

Long-Time Member
Leaves Grant to
Society

Sylvia Brenner, a long-time
member of the Society, has left a
$5000 bequest to help the Soci*y
continue its present work and plan for
new undertakings.

Active in various Jewish causes
even into her 90s, Ms. Brermer taught
Sunday School at the North Shore
Congregation and attended adult
education classes at Temple Shalom.
According to former Society President
Norman Schwartz, she
synpathetic to the

antinued on page 2

Inslde:
rOral History excerpt with
Jack and Dollie Galter
rLong range planning
committee delivers report
rSociety announces video
history project
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You will note that our current
newsletter has a new format, the
product of our new composition
methods which give editor Joe Kraus
more flexibility with layouts and cut
down on the time it takes to put the
newsletter together. We congratulate
him on gett[rg out this issue of the
newsletler and on the year's worth of
issues he's already completed for us.

We have many new projects for the
new year. We are embarking on a new
venture: the production of a videotape
based on the hisory of the Jews of
Chicago. It is an ambitious
undertaking which will require time by
our members and the raising of funds
for the hiring of professional help. In
addition, we are working on a new
publication of the Minsky Fund and
completing a project collecting the
best photographs depicting Jewish life

in Chicago. This, of murse, is in
addition to our oral history and
sunmer tour proigran|s.

Let me also mention that a dear
friend of our Society, Bemard Wax,
recently retired as Director of the
American Jewish Historical Society in
Waltharn- Massachussetts. Bemie
served in that capacity for over 26
years. Many ofus got to know him
during his studies at the Univenity of
Chicago, from which he received both
a B.A. and an M.A. From there, he
wsnt on to the Illinois State Historical
Library where he became an expert on
material dealing with the Civil War
and Abraham Lincoln in lllinois.
Bernie is now Director Emeritus of
the American Jewish Historical
Society and we wish him well in all
his future endeavors and thank him for
all he's done over tle years. O

We would like to invite all of our
members -- new and old - not simply
to participate in existing Society
progr.uns but to suggest and
undertake new ones as well. In
addition to our quarterly open
meetings, we have several existing
committees for such disparate projects
as producing a video history of
Chicago's lews, staging a
photography competition, pursuing an
oral history project, and seeking to
increase Society membership.

Becoming involved in Society
activities is a good way to insure that
your particular interests and
experiences are preserved. For more
information on specific committee
projects, call the office al (312) 663-
5634.

You might consider as well giving
a Society membership as a gift either
to someone still a part of the city or to
someone who has moved away fiom
Chicago without getting it out of his
(or her) heart. A schedule of
membership dues is printed on the
back cover of this newsletter.

Please, consider as well makrng a
financial donation to the Society to
helo us continue our work. tr

Continued fron page I

Society Welcomes New
Members from Last
Quarter

The Society would like to
announc€ the new members who have
joined in the last quarter. We
welcome them and urge them to
participate in our ongoing efforts to
preserve and record Chicago's Jewish
historv.

Mr. & Mrc. James
ChaE

Michael Ebner
Foye Gaick
Mildred Mallin
Lois Mandel
Moi Mickelson

Mr. & Mn. Edwad
Neisser

Cantor Elwin
Redfem

Richard Sobel
Enily Sololf
Sandrq Stone
Jack Trost

Brenner
Society's purposes and looked forward
to the Society's growing even more
successful in its goal of preserving
Chicago's Jewish history.

Brenner's bequest will go toward
the Society's general operating fund
where, according to Schwartz, it will
help establish the sort of endowment
the Society needs before it can begin
to consider such long-range projects
as the hiring of an executiv€ secratary.

The Society invites other members
to consider making donations and to
consider including the Society as a
beneficiary in your will. We ask you
as well to consider us as a repository
for the artifacts you consider relevant
to our mission.

"The benefit of Ms. Brenner's
donation goes beyond its dollar
value," Society President Walter Roth
said. "We are an organization that
accomplishes a great deal strictly
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through the efforts of our volunte€rs .
If we can establish an endowment, it
will make those efforts all the more
effective." O

-
Consider Minsky
Publication as Gift

Those of you looking to glve a
small gift to someone as a thank you
for hospitality over the holidays or as
part of a belated gift exchange should
consider purchasing copies of the
Minsky Memorial Fund's publication,
Chicago Jewish Street Peddlers atrrd
Memories of lawndale.

At only $5, the book is an
affordable way to share the Society's
work with friends or relatives rn
Chicago or away from it. While
supplies still remain, tle press run of
2000 is beginning to run low.

The book is available at Jewish
and history bookstores tkoughout the

oChicago area.




















