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Mark your calendars now for our winter
open meet i  ng:

suNDAY, JAN1JARY 28, 1979

Bederman Audi tor ium - Spertus Col lege

613 S. | t l i  ch i  gan Avenue

I :30 Social  Hour - .  2: .30 Program

-Guest Speaker-

CANTOR ABRAHAI'I LUBIN
THE CANTOR-PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE

l^ l ITH HIGHLIGHTS ON CHICAGO CANTORS

Next 0pen Meet ing:  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER l9

Bederman Auditorium - Spertus College

618 S. Mi chigan Avenue

' I  :30 Social  Hour -  2:30 Program

-Guest Spea ker-

SAlli LESNER
,ALAVEI HALAVAH'

IiY I]EIIIORIES OF THE YIDDISH TI]EATRE
IN CfICAGC

.  SAM LESNER is known to

'  Chicagoland fans pr imari  ly
ffi as the av,,ard-wi nni ng movi e
f f i .  and night l i fe cr i t ic  of

-39 
the late Chicago Daily News.

ffi]pftft'. l-ie was with the paper 49
ru/tm years and 11 nonths, from
W.ff i  APt" i1 '  1928'  unt i l  the

paper 's . fo ld ing . in March,
1978, just  one fronth short  of  h is golder,

,6- )

,

Cantor Abraham
Lubi n was born in
London ,  Engl  and in. l937. 

As a chi  I  d
his parents brought
him to Palest ine,
the bi  r thpl  ace of
his ent i re fami ly.
He is an israel i  of
the f i f th genera -
t ion.

In Israel  Cantor Lubin rece. ived his
ear iy Jewish and secular educat ion and
already in his young format ive years,  he
had shown a ta lent and love for-  s inging.
As a chj ld of  e ight he sang solo wi ih -
the renovrned Rivl  in Choir  in Jerusalem.

In l95l  Cantor Lubjn returned to Eng-
land wjth his parents where he cont inu6d
his educat i  on at  the Etz Cha im yeshivah
in London. He entered the Jews Col lege
Cantor ia l  School  and graduated to rec6ive

(cont.  on p.  5,  col  .  1)

.  i tnn i )ersary wi th the paper.
What isn ' t  wel l  known, however,  is  that

ear ly in his journal ism career Lesner was
the..YIDDISH THEATRE CRITIC,.of  the Dai IV
News, and therefore comes to our forum
ful iy equipped to speak about the Yiddish
Theatre in Ch i  caqo.

Sam Lesner joined the staff 0f the News
as a l ibrary assistant whi le studying piano
and voice (" for  grand opera,  no less!")  at
the Chicago anci  American Conservator jes of
l lusic.  As he recal ls,  "A f r iend viho had
a fr iend on the Dai ly News staf f  spoke up
for me because I needed money to pay for
vojce and piano I  essons. "

{cont.  on p.5,  col  .  2)



SOCIETY NEIdS .2-

tjl'lllttJE, ailNJ VERIARY. IIARKED
BY OLD CHICAGO FAI']ILY

by Charl  es B. Bernstejn

Li  ke most grandmothers,  Soc iety
founding member JEANETTT S. FREILER is
proud of  her grandchi ldren and great-
grandchi ld.  However,  in Mrs.  Frei ler 's
case, they indeed have a unique dist inc-
t ion-- they are s ixth and seventh genera-
t ion Chicagoans.

Mrs.  Frei ler ,  a fourth generat ion
Chicagoan, is the daughter of  the late
Mr.  and Mrs.  Ernst  Stein.  l ' l rs.  Stein,
the former El la Barbe, was a nat ive Chi-
cagoan who died in 1975 at  the age of  98'
Her parents were Mr.  and Mrs.  Mart in
Barbe. Mr.  Barbe's ban mitzvah in Janu-
ar.y, l85l ,  was the second such ceremony
to occur in Chicago, His wi fe,  the for-
mer Lizzie Theresa Speigel  ,  was born in
0hio,  but  set t led in Chicago with her
mother af ter  her father wds ki l  led in
act ion in the Civ i l  t /ar .  She was among
Chicago Jewry's leading social  service
workers of het '  t ime.

Lizzie 's father,  Col  .  l4arcus M.
Spiegel  ,  lvas k i l led . in batt le on the Red
River in Louis iana. ,He was a brother of
Joseph Spiegel  ,  whose ear ' iy  Chicago fur-
ni ture store evolved into the Spiegel
nai  l  -order f i  rm.

In 
. l853, 

Col .  Spiegel  marr ied
Carol ine Frances Hamlin, .  of  Lymanvi l le,
0hio.  He then brought her to Chicago,
where on August 2l  ,  

' I853, 125 years ago'
she was converted to Judaism, The cere-
mony was the f i rst  of  i ts  k ind ever held
in Chicago. At that  t ime, Chicago lacked
the three rabbis necessary to compose the
tradi t ional  col legjum requjred to wi tness
a conversion, so a learned layman, Samuel
Straus, and a rabbi  imported from Cleve-
land, Is idor Kal jsh,  jo ined Rev. Ignatz
Kunreuther,  the unordained shohet and
reader of  KAl4 Temple,  in of f ic iat ing at
the cerernony. Carol . ine was given the tradi-
t ional  name of Hannah, daughter of  Abraham
the Patr iarch.

Mrs.  Fre' i  ler  has donated a fascinat ing
col lect jon of  fami ly memorabi l ia to the
CHICAGO JEl, \ j ISH ARCHIVES. The col  lect ion
' includes a booklet  of  memoirs wr i t ten by
Mrs. Ma.rt jn Barbe, daguerrotypes of mem-

NOVEI. IBER, I978

SOCIETY RUNS BUS TOUR FOR tvlONACEP

DR. iRVING CUTLER ICd A hJStOTiC
Jewish Chicago bus tour on Sunday a.fter-
noon, rJctober l5 for l t lONACEP--the 0ak-
ton Community Col lege Adul t  and Cont inu-
ing Educat ion Program. The tour was
open to the publ ic.  About 35 enthusias-
t ic persons, ranging in age from the
20's to the 60's,  at tended.

Dr.  Cut ler ,  a resident of  |^ l i lmette,
is chairman of the Department of Geogra-
phy at  Chicago State Universi ty and a
member of the Board of the Chicago Jerv-
jsh Hi  stor i  cal  Society.

The tour began and ended at  Ni les
North High School  in Skokie.  Included
were the histor ic Jewish comriuni t ies of
the downtown area, f , laxwe'l  I  Street, Lawn-
dale and parts 0f  the northwest and
north s ides, There were several  stops,
i  ncl  udi  nq St.  Basi l 's ,Greek 0rthodox
Church which was formerly the 0have Anshe.
Sholom Shul (Mariampolei  Shul)  on the
l ,Jest  Side. As usual  when Dr.  Cut ler
takes a tour to see th. is former land-
mark shul, refneshments were served to
the iour jsts by members and staf f  of
the church.

Another s loD was ai  the cemeterY in
Ni les that  had once been def i led by the
Nazis and which the JDL cleaned up and
re-dedicated just  a few weeks pr ior  to
the vis i t  by the tour qroup.

The group also got of f  the bus for a
vis i t  to the Tels ' /eshiva in Albany Park.

The Society conducts i ts 'ot,^jn bus tours
in the spr ing and sumnrer,  but  th is is the
f i rst  tour i t  has run for another organ-
izat ion at  t ,heir  request.  I f  you know
of other groups that would l ike to have
us conduct a histor ic Jewish Chicago
bus tour for  them, cal l  our of f jce wi th
your request:  663-5634.

bers of
by Co1 .
and the
awarded
Govennor

the fami ly,  let ters wr i t ten
Spiegei  whi le on act ive duty,
comm i ss i  on of Bri  gade lvla j  or
to Colonel  Spiegel  by 0hio
Salmon F. Chase in ' i859.














