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Mark your calendars now for our winter
open meeting:

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, 1979
Bederman Auditorium - Spertus College
613 S. Michigan Avenue

1:30 Social Hour -f2{30-Program

-Guest Speaker-

CANTOR ABRARAM LUBIN

THE CANTOR-PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE
WITH HIGHLIGHTS ON CHICAGO CANTORS

| Cantor Abraham
{Lubin was born in
@ London, England in
41937. As a child
this parents brought
‘him to Palestine,
. the birthplace of
qhis entire family.
e is an Israeli of
ithe fifth genera-
& jon.

In Israel Cantor Lubin received his
early Jewish and secular education and
already in his young formative years, he
had shown a talent and lTove for singing.
As a child of eight he sang solo with
the renowned Rivlin Choir in Jerusalem.

In 1951 Cantor Lubin returned to Eng-
land with his parents where he continued
his education at the Etz Chaim Yeshivah
in London. He entered the Jews College
Cantorial School and graduated to receive

(cont. on p. &, col. 1)

Next Open Meeting: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19
Bederman Auditorium - Spertus College
618 S. Michigan Avenue
1:30 Social Hour - 2:30 Program

-Guest Speaker-

SAM  LESNER
“ALAVET HALAVAH"
MY MEMORIES OF THE YIDDISH THEATRE

IN CHICAGO
SAM LESNER is known to

Chicagoland fans primarily
as the award-winning movie
and night life critic of
the late Chicago Daily News.
He was with the paper 49
years and 11 months, from
April, 1928, until the
paper's folding in March,
1978, just one tionth short of his golden

.anniversary with the paper.

What isn't well known, however, is that
early in his journalism career Lesner was
the "YIDDISH THEATRE CRITIC" of the Daily
News, and therefore comes to our forum
fully equipped to speak about the Yiddish
Theatre in Chicago.

Sam Lesner joined the staff of the News
as a library assistant while studying piano
and voice ("for grand opera, no less!") at
the Chicago and American Conservatories of
Music. As he recalls, "A friend who had
a friend on the Daily News staff spoke up
for me because I needed money to pay for

voice and piano lessons."

{cont. on p.5, col. 2)



SOCIETY NEWS

UNIQUE ANNIVER
RY OLD CHICA

by Charles B.

ARY MARKED
0 FAMILY

Bernstein

S
G

Like most grandmothers, Society
founding member JEANETTE S. FREILER is
proud of her grandchildren and great-
grandchild. However, in Mrs. Freiler's
case, they indeed have a unique distinc-
tion--they are sixth and seventh genera-
tion Chicagoans.

Mrs. Freiler, a fourth generation
Chicagoan, is the daughter of the late
Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Stein. Mrs. Stein,

the former £11a Barbe, was a native Chi-
cagoan who died in 1975 at the age of 98.
Her parents were Mr. and Mrs. Martin
Barbe. Mr. Barbe's bar mitzvah in Janu-
ary, 1851, was the second such ceremony
to occur in Chicago, His wife, the for-
mer Lizzie Theresa Speigel, was born in
Ohio, but settled in Chicago with her
mother after her father was killed in
action in the Civil War. She was among
Chicago Jewry's leading social service
workers of her time.

Lizzie's father, Col. Marcus M.
Spiegel, was killed in battle on the Red
River in Louisiana. *He was a brother of
Joseph Spiegel, whose early Chicago fur-
niture store evolved into the Spiegel
mail-order firm.

In 1853, Col. Spiegel married
Caroline Frances Hamlin, of Lymanville,
Ohio. He then brought her to Chicago,
where on August 21, 1853, 125 years ago,
she was converted to Judaism. The cere-
mony was the first of its kind ever held
in Chicago. At that time, Chicago lacked
the three rabbis necessary to compose the
traditional collegium required to witness
a conversion, so a learned layman, Samuel
Straus, and a rabbi imported from Cleve-
land, Isidor Kalish, joined Rev. Ignatz
Kunreuther, the unordained shohet and
reader of KAM Temple, in officiating at
the ceremony. Caroline was given the tradi-
tional name of Hannah, daughter of Abraham
the Patriarch.

Mrs. Freiler has donated a fascinating
collection of family memorabilia to the
CHICAGO JEWISH ARCHIVES. The collection
includes a booklet of memoirs written by
Mrs. Martin Barbe, daguerrotypes of mem-

NOVEMBER, 1978

SOCIETY RUNS BUS TOUR FOR PMONACEP

DR. IRVING CUTLER Ted a historic
Jewish Chicago bus tour on Sunday after-
noon, Uctober 15 for MONACEP--the Oak-
ton Community College Adult and Continu-
ing Education Program. The tour was
open to the public. About 35 enthusias-
tic persons, ranging in age from the
20's to the 60's, attended.

Dr. Cutler, a resident of Wilmette,
is chairman of the Department of Geogra-
phy at Chicago State University and a
member of the Board of the Chicago Jew-
ish Historical Society.

The tour began and ended at Niles
North High School in Skokie. Included
were the historic Jewish comnunities of
the downtown area, Maxwell Street, Lawn-
dale and parts of the northwest and
north sides. There were several stops,
including St. Basil's Greek Orthodox
Church which was formerly the Ohave Anshe
Sholom Shul (Mariampoler Shul) on the
West Side. As usual when Dr. Cutler
takes a tour to see this former land-
mark shul, refreshments were served to
the tourists by membors and staff of
the church.

Another stop was at the cemetery in
Niles that had once been defiled by the
Nazis and which the JDL cleaned up and
re-dedicated just a few weeks prior to
the visit by the tour group.

The group also got off the bus for a
visit to the Tels Yeshiva in Albany Park.

The Society conducts its -own bus tours
in the spring and sumnier, but this is the
first tour it has run for another organ-
ization at their request. If you know
of other groups that would T1ike to have
us conduct a historic Jewish Chicago
bus tour for them, call our office with
your request: 663-5634,

bers of the family, Tetters written
by Col. Spisgel while on active duty,
and the commission of Brigade Major
awarded to Colonel Spiegel by Ohio

‘Governor Salmon F. Chase in 1859,





















