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Pres ident 's  Column

Paying Tr ibute to Two
Very Special  People

In th is column, I  wouid l ike to
tend a heart fe l t  r rThank You" to two
who have devoted count less hours to
work of  our organizat ion.

They are Sara Jacobson and Mark
Mandle,

Papers of  Harry Barnard
Contr ibuted to CJHS

CJHS received a gi f t  of  c l ippings,
books and other mater ia ls pertaining to
the Chicago Jewish community f ron the
papers of  the late biographer/histor ian
Harry Barnard.

Cl ippings nake up the Iargest por-
t ion of  the col lect ion.  They arr ived in
an assortnent of  boxes, f i1es,  bags and
envelopes, and cover topics,  personal i -
t ies and events pr imari ly f rom the last
ten years.  Each container has been in-
dexed and is nou housed in the Societyrs
of f ice at  Spertus Co11ege. The mater ia ls
are avaiLable to researchers by appoint-
ment,

According to Ruth Barnard,  who made
the presentat ion,  her husband may have
been planning a book about the Chicago
Jewish community when he died on August
26, t982.

Among Mr.  Barnard's publ ished books
were tv/o espeeial ly concerned with his-
tor ic f igures in American and Chicago
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an American Jew: The Li fe and Times of
Judge Jul  ian t r l .  Mack; and This Great Tr i -
umvirate of  Patr iots,  the story of  the
George Washington, Haym Solomon, Robert
Morr is oonument on Llacker Dr ive near Wa-
bash Avenue.

CJHS sends a very special  " thank
you" to Ruth Barnard.

Cootr ibur ions of  th is sort  are always
welcomed by the Society.  l f  you or any
of your f r iends can contr ibute oater ia ls
pert inent to 1oca1 Jervish history '  get  in
touch with our archives chairman, Els ie
0r l insky at  643-9666 or the,  CJHS off ice.
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Sara Jacobson

Sara tended to our of f ice regular ly '
on a volunteer basis,  year-round, for  at
least  three years.  She caoe through bl iz-
zards,  through sweIter ing heat,  wi thout
fai l .  She handled phone nessages and
mai l ,  When we were without an of f ice for
several  months recent ly,  she set up "shop"
in the Asher Library.  She is a remarka-
ble lady whose involvements and dedicat ion
to the Chicago Jewish community and to
Jewish learning are legion. We look for-
htard to many more years of  Sara's help--
and to her cont inued good heal th.

Mark Mandle

Mark recent ly resigned from our board
after serving six years,  He was one of
our founding board nembers and a former
treasurer.  Mark 's contr ibut  ions ranged
fron progranning to oral  h istory to run-
ning our two Roundtables in 1982, to f i l l -
ing in whenever and wherever he was need-
ed. We trust  that  h is interest  in and
contr ibut ions to the cause of  loca1 Jew-
ish history wi l l  not  waver and that he
enjoys much success and ful f i l lment in his
new endeavors,  lJe hope to see a 1ot of
hin around CJHS in the future!

We refer to our Society as a volun-
teer organizat ion.  To Sara and Mark--
and to the others who give us their  t ime
and expert  ise--we owe everything '  I t  I  s
as s imple and as total  as that !

socteta ne(rts

Rachel Heimovics,
Schwartz,  Norman

Muriel  Robin,  Mosel le
Schwartz.- -Rachel  B.  I le imov ic s



SOCIETY'S ORAL HISTORY PROJECT ACHEIVES I'IUCH, GAINS I,.JIDE RECOGNITION

Nearly Sixty Intervielvs Are
Now Preserved on Tapes

Mose 11e Schwart  z:  Started
Ora 1 History Proj  ec tTaping the reniniscences of individuals

who have been prominently lnvolved in as-
pects of local Jewish history has been one
of the Societyrs most important endeavors.
Making such tapes and transcribing thern so
that a record exists for posterity and the
use of historians has been a concern of CJHS
since i ts founding. I ts col lect lon of  oral
histoxy now approaches sixty interviews.

The complicated oral history technique,
which involves careful selection of inter-
viewers and intervienrees, background prepar-
ation, knowing how to deal with various per-
sonali.ties, various interviewing techniques,
technical expertise, transcribing tapes onto
paper, and skills in cataloging began under
the energetic and devoted leadershi-p of
Moselle Aison Schl'artz shortly after the
Society was forned and has since absorbed
the energLes of many members. Current oral
history chairnen are Sidney Sorkin and Dr.
Adele Hast.

List  To Be Publ ished

In the next issue of Soci.ety News we
hope to publish the names of individuals who
have been recorded on tape as a part of this
ongoing act iv i ty.  Most,  though not al l ,  of
these tapes or their  t ranscr ipt ions can be
made avai lable to histor ians and scholars.
A feriT cannot be used at this time because of
conditions set down by the person interview-
ed, but all will eventually become avallable.

Looking back at the oral- history pro-
gram, Mrs. Schnartz emphasized the fact that
the success and broad scope of  the project
were made possible onJ-y because of the many
individuals who gave unstintingly of their
time and energies, She referred 1n particu-
lar to those who have chgired or co-chaired
the oral history cormittee! Mark Mandle and
Dr.  Cur l is  Melnick.

Learning the Techn+ques

She recalled that Dr. Ed Mazur served
as the prinary instructor in the techniques
of oral history and that Nancy Cohen, Judy
Klovden, and Marcia Ross, among others, were
responsibJ-e for a sizable donation fron the
West Valley Section of the National Council
of Jewish Wonen which nade the program finan-

cial ly feasible,
Mrs, Schr,tartz also singled out the con-

tri"bution of So1 Brandzel, a CJHS founder
and board nember, who has been extrernely
helpful in arranging for and conducting in-
terviews with outstanding members of the
Chicago Jewish comnunj.ty, incJ-uding J"eaders
of government.

Many Persons Involved, More Needed

She also paid t r ibute to a host of
other vol-unteers who have assisted in one or
another facet of this important project, in-
cluding especially Leah Axelrod, Charles
Bernstein, I'Larion Cutler, Elizabeth Gerson,
Rachel Hetutrovics, Joseph Landy, Rosalie Ober-
rnan, Elsie Orlinsky, Frances Posner, Muriel
Robin, Norman Schwartz, and Mildred Stern.

To this l is t  the Society would l ike to
add the nanes of yet other menbers who night
(l) be able to suggest candidates for oral
history interviers,  (2)  assist  wi th inter-
viewing, or (3) transcrlbe tapes into trans-
cr ipts.  I f  you can help,  pJ,ease contact
Sidney Sorkin evenings or weekends at 22L-
4096.

Proj ect Achieves Recognition

Mrs. Schwartz noted that the Society
has received considerabl,e recognition for
i ts work in oral  h istory.  I t  part ic ipated
in the Sanganon State University Oral Hls-
tory Research Project  in 1981 and is l is ted
in the Directory of Ill inois OriL History
Resources published by that universlty. It
is aLso invited to send a representative to
that inst i tut ionts oral  h istory conference
in Apr i l .

Perhaps an even beLter indlcation of
the Societyts achieveuent in oral history
is tbe fact  that  when Universi ty of  I l l inois
at  Chicago Professor Dominic Candeloro re-
ceived a large grant f roo the Nat ional  En-
dowment for the Humanities to study Italiafls
in Chieago he turned to CJHS for advice and
instruction in, among other things, oral
history techniques I

I .J.S.


















