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President's Column

Paying Tribute to Two
Very Special People

In this column, I would like to ex-
tend a heartfelt "Thank You" to two people
who have devoted countless hours to the
work of our organization.

They are Sara Jacobson and Mark
Mandle.

President
Rachel Heimovics

Sara Jacobson

Sara tended to our office regularly,
on a velunteer basis, vear-round, for at
least three years. She came through bliz-
zards, through sweltering heat, without
fail. She handled phone messages and
mail. When we were without an office for
several months recently, she set up "shop"
in the Asher Library. She is a remarka-
ble lady whose involvements and dedication
to the Chicago Jewish community and to
Jewish learning are legion. We look for-
ward to many more years of Sara's help--
and to her continued good health.

Mark Mandle

Mark recently resigned from our board
after serving six years. He was one of
our founding board members and a former
treasurer. Mark's contributions ranged
from programming to oral history to run-
ning our two Roundtables in 1982, to fill-
ing in whenever and wherever he was need-
ed. We trust that his interest in and
contributions to the cause of local Jew-
ish history will not waver and that he
enjoys much success and fulfillment in his
new endeavors. We hope to see a lot of
him around CJHS in the future!

We refer to our Society as a volun-
teer organization. To Sara and Mark--
and to the others who give us their time
and expertise--we owe everything. It's
as simple and as total as that!

-~Rachel B. Heimovics

Papers of Harry Barnard
Contributed to CJHS

CJHS received a gift of clippings,
books and other materials pertaining to
the Chicago Jewish community from the
papers of the late biographer/historian
Harry Barnard.

Clippings make up the largest por-
tion of the collection. They arrived in
an assortment of boxes, files, bags and
envelopes, and cover topics, personali-
ties and events primarily from the last
ten years. Each container has been in-
dexed and is now housed in the Society's
office at Spertus College. The materials
are available to researchers by appoint-
ment .

According to Ruth Barnard, who made
the presentation, her husband may have
been planning a book about the Chicago
Jewish community when he died on August
26, 1982.

Among Mr. Barnard's published books
were two especially concerned with his-
toric figures in American and Chicago
Jewish history. They are The Forging of
an American Jew: The Life and Times of
Judge Julian W. Mack; and This Great Tri-
umvirate of Patriots, the story of the
George Washington, Haym Solomon, Robert
Morris monument on Wacker Drive near Wa-
bash Avenue.

CJHS sends a very special "thank
you'" to Ruth Barnard.

Contriburions of this sort are always
welcomed by the Society. If you or any
of your friends can contribute materials
pertinent to local Jewish history, get in
touch with our archives chairman, Elsie
Orlinsky at 643-9666 or the. CJHS office,
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SOCIETY’S ORAL HISTORY PROJECT ACHEIVES MUCH, GAINS WIDE RECOGNITION

Nearly Sixty Interviews Are
Now Preserved on Tapes

Taping the reminiscences of individuals
who have been prominently involved in as-
pects of local Jewish history has been one
of the Society's most important endeavors.
Making such tapes and transcribing them so
that a record exists for posterity and the
use of historians has been a concern of CJHS
since its founding. Its collection of oral
history now approaches sixty interviews.

The complicated oral history technique,
which involves careful selection of inter-
viewers and interviewees, background prepar-
ation, knowing how to deal with various per-
sonalities, various interviewing techniques,
technical expertise, transcribing tapes onto
paper, and skills in cataloging began under
the energetic and devoted leadership of
Moselle Aison Schyartz shortly after the
Society was formed and has since absorbed
the energies of many members. Current oral
history chairmen are Sidney Sorkin and Dr.
Adele Hast.

List To Be Published

In the next issue of Society News we
hope to publish the names of individuals who
have been recorded on tape as a part of this
ongoing activity. Most, though not all, of
these tapes or their transcriptions can be
made available to historians and scholars.

A few cannot be used at this time because of
conditions set down by the person interview-
ed, but all will eventually become available.

Looking back at the oral history pro-
gram, Mrs. Schwartz emphasized the fact that
the success and broad scope of the project
were made possible only because of the many
individuals who gave unstintingly of their
time and energies. She referred in particu-—
lar to those who have chaired or co-chaired
the oral history committee: Mark Mandle and
Dr. Curtis Melnick.

Learning the Techniques

She recalled that Dr. Ed Mazur served
as the primary instructor in the techniques
of oral history and that Nancy Cohen, Judy
Klowden, and Marcia Ross, among others, were
responsible for a sizable donation from the
West Valley Section of the National Council
of Jewish Women which made the program finan-

Moselle Schwartz: Started
Oral History Project

cially feasible.

Mrs. Schwartz also singled out the con-
tribution of Sol Brandzel, a CJHS founder
and board member, who has been extremely
helpful in arranging for and conducting in-
terviews with outstanding members of the
Chicago Jewish community, including leaders
of government.

Many Persons Involved, More Needed

She also paid tribute to a host of
other volunteers who have assisted in one or
another facet of this important project, in-
cluding especially Leah Axelrod, Charles
Bernstein, Marion Cutler, Elizabeth Gerson,
Rachel Heimovics, Joseph Landy, Rosalie Ober-
man, Elsie Orlinsky, Frances Posner, Muriel
Robin, Norman Schwartz, and Mildred Stern.

To this list the Society would like to
add the names of yet other members who might
(1) be able to suggest candidates for oral
history interviers, (2) assist with inter-
viewing, or (3) transcribe tapes into trans-
cripts. If you can help, please contact
Sidney Sorkin evenings or weekends at 221-
4096.

Project Achieves Recognition

Mrs, Schwartz noted that the Society
has received considerable recognition for
its work in oral history. It participated
in the Sangamon State University Oral His-
tory Research Project in 1981 and is listed
in the Directory of Illinois Oral History

Resources published by that university. It

is also invited to send a representative to
that institution's oral history conference
in April,

Perhaps an even better indication of
the Society's achievement in oral history
is the fact that when University of Illinois
at Chicago Professor Dominic Candeloro re-
ceived a large grant from the National En-
dowment for the Humanities to study Italians
in Chicago he turned to CJHS for advice and
instruction in, among other things, oral
history techniques!

I.J.S.



























