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LOCAL REACTIt lNS TO KRISTALLNACHT TOPIC OF DEC. I8 I , I IETING

]-,IINSKY FUND TO FIIIANCE PUBLICATIONS
ON CHICAGO JEWISH HISTORY

List  Detoi ls for  Submission of
f lonuscripts;  Mony Send Donot ions

Plans have been f inal ized for the
operat ion of  the Dor is Minsky 14emorial  Fund

ctnr i . . l  q. . iorvLrrc t r r rud9u

Establ ished in memory of  a founder of  the
Society and i ts long-t ime Vice-President,
the fund wi l l  have as i ts rna jor  purpose
providing f inancial  assistance to publ ica-
t ions on Chicago Jewlsh history.

0r.  I  rv ing Cut ler ,  h. imsel f  a Society
founder and leader as | t l le l l  as an eminent
author i  ty on IocaI h istory,  has agreed to
serve as fund chairran, A mai l ing to Soci-

f  r  i  a^. lc .n. lqLv

associates of  Dor is and her husband. Joseoh
Minsky, has already produced a Iarge nuf l tber
of  contr ibut ions to the fund; and i t  is
hoped that the fund '  s f i rst  monograph can
appear dur ing 1989,

Sponsors.  Contr ibLrtors t , l i l l  Be Listed

Contr ibutors of  $100.00 or more to the
fund becoae fund sponsors,  h i l l  be l is ted
in 

^11 
n, ,h I  i . . t  innc in. l I  ry r  c_

ceive each oubl icat ion as i t  appears.  0ther
contr ibutors wi l I  be l is ted in the fund's
f i r<t  n, ,h l i . i t inn A .^F.,  - .

-  -uPy ur cdLrr  puuarLd-

t ion produced by the Minsky Fund | / ' l i l l  be
sent to any current CJHS member who re-
quests i t .

Fund conmit tee member s include, in ad-
di t ion to Dr.  Cut ler ,  Joseph Minsky,  Mark
Mandle,  Norman Schwartz and Dr.  I r ta in
SuIoway.

The fo 11o| l . l  i  ng guidel i . \es are publ ished
for the informat ion of  persons interested
in submit t ing manuscr ipts.

lcontinued on next pagel

Speoker ot Emonuel Knew Life Both
In Nozi Germony, Here in Thir t ies

The ef lect  of  the Kr istal lnacht out-
rage upon the chicago Jewish community of
19lB y ' l i l l  be the topic of  lhe Society 's
next meet ing,  Lo be he 1d Sunday af ternoon,
np.pnhF. lA . t  Fmrn,,Fl  l^ .n.rcd^t inn ThF

<np:12..  Mrrt in M. i .7. .  d i l l  . . i . l rp<< i -hp

subject  on the basis of  h is o$n personal
recol lect  ions as a young refuqee from Ger-
many who had ' r imsel f  arr ived in Chicago
dur ing that very year.

Mr.  Mai.nzer 's ta. ik,  r i r ieo "Kr ista. i i -
nacht:  Personal  Recol lect ions f r  om a Chica-
go vantage Point ,"  h i l I  oegin at  2:00 P I , l  in
the temole at  5959 North Sher idan Road.
Tha :r l . l r6cc . ' i  I  I  ha 

^ro-o.1o. l  
hv .  c^.  i . l

h^, , r  
" ' i  

1-h r6froehhonl  c l i6- inhin- .1" l .nn

P 1.1 .  Admission wiI I  be f ree to al l .

Speaker Has Unusual  Backqround

The speaker,  born in Hal1e, Germany,
emigrated to Chicago in I9 lB and served in
the U.S. Army in India dur ing l lor ld | lar  I I .
A ret i .p. l  .p. t i f ipd n, ,h1i .  . . .n! ,nf .nt  hF

has been an of f icer and director of  Congre-
gat ion I  zra-Habonim, of  5eI  fhelp of  Chicago
and of  the Je!. / ish FamiIy and Community Ser-
v ice.

He br ings to his topic both the recol-
lect ion of  l i le as a Jew in Hi t ler 's Ger-
many and memories of  the Thir t ies as a mem-
ber of  Chicago's community of  recent arr iv-

L"dL LUU! 'La y.

14r.  Mainzer wi l I  be introdJced oy
CJHS Vice President and Program Chairman
Burt  Robin.  Refreshments wi11, as usual ,  be
supervised by qosoi ta l i ty Chair , ' rao Shir ley
Sorkin.

Free parking wi l l  be ava i  lable at  the
congregat ional  parking l_ot ,  and CTA buses
stop at  the door.
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DOI'IATIOIIS TO ARCHIVES SHED LIGHT
ON JE|{ISH LIFE DURING lgth CENTURY
f, lementos Brins Act iv i t ies 0f Buriol
Societ ies, Lodges into Focus

I te-s recent ly do.a ted to lhe Society
for the Chicago Jewish Archives br ing to
mi.rd sone inLerest ing features of  Chicago
Je!,r ish l i fe in the nineteenth century.  The
donat ions recal l  the numerous sickness re-
l ief  and bur ia l  societ ies urhich made earfy
Jewish cemeter ies a v i r tual  patch!, lork of
mini-bur ia l  grounds, the tendency of  new
le! , / ish orgd' izaLions to oe for-po by seced-
ing f rom ear l ier  ones and the lormer mult i -
p l ic i ty of  Jewish fraternal  groups or
lodges.

I temS given by Mrs,  Henry Novy hiere
lhree medal s a.d a r :obo^ baoge prese.reo
to her grandparents,  Samuef and paul ine
!^ l i tkowsky, by the s ick rel ief  and bur ia l
socieLy, ahebra Kadis^a Lbiaur Cho l i - ,  L-aL
he helped to found in 1851.

Society ! ias Spl inter croup

' f3 i  src iet ! ,  st i i l  i i r  
-x is le, ic. .  

as
the Chicago Hebrew Benevolent Society,  l /vas
i tsel f  a spl inter qrouc lhal  had seceded
froir  : i -  eal l jer  Hebre!1 Bene!olent Socjery.
The ear l ier  group l , !as in turn lormed by a
groLrp of  "  Pol  i  sh-Pru s s i  an, '  Jews af i i l iated
with the c i ty 's second synagogue, Congrega-
t ion B'nai  Sholom.

Bo lh of  the societ ies establ ished bur-
i . l  nr . , ,nr le : l  ihp em.l  l  .Fmpttrrw nn lhp

southe"st  co rrer o" Cl  ar< street and T rv l -1g
Park Road, knol /vn as Je!aish Graceland.

f . lemento of  Ear lV FraternaL Lodqe

AIso give- Lo the Archives recent ly
was a volune of  by-.  aws, pub I  ished bo Lh in
V i . l . l  iqh .^.1 Fn. l  i (h nf  fho parpt2 |  nd.c

No. 99 of  the 0rder of  the Knights of  Jos-
cnh Thc .1n^nr ic navid Ber.sLein.

The Knights of  Joseph was one ol  many
fraternal  o rders enrol  I  i1g Jedish men (a^o

freqJenLly !^romen in a1 auxi l iary)  'ormed
ri '  r in^ ' \F le l lp-  r - : l f  of  the nineLeenLh
cenlJrv.  The lodge5 b,ere Iargely socia. l  in
nature al though the sol idar i ty thev e^gen-
dered was also ref lected in business, pol i -
t ical  and char i table act iv i t ies.

-heir  development is a ' r  inLerest ing
rcf lpr- l 'nn of  r .omm'rni lV relaLions at  Lt-e
t ime. The f i rst  successful  Jel ,1] ish ones,
n.r f  i . , r l : r - l  v  Rrnai  Rr i th and the free Sons

- f  
Tcr:61 

" ,4.o 
l -^.mo- h ^^.1
'u,  ' - -  

uy -dI I rvr  g

Prrr i  
^ l  

qn. io iw

awards donated
for the Archives

Photo by Nor-
man Schwartz

German Jews Vl lho found themselves unwelcome
in lhe larger f raternal  orders such as the
Masons o.  0dd Fel lo l^ ls.  They i .n turn proved
ini t ia l ly  un!aelcoming to Eastern European
Jews, who then formed several  f raternaf
groups of  their  oI^]n, The Knights of
J. ,eo . . " ,  _n r--  ld t - -en io-eo .aLegor) .

ieacers are urged to remember the Chi-
cago Jewish Archives ! l ]henever they consider
cisposinq of  meter ia ls ur i th local  Jer, ! ish
connect ions.  Such j  tems, al though no long_
er oi  interest  to the current olr tner,  are
often of  considerable value to students of
Jewisl-  h istorV and s^ou lo oe preserved. The
Sociely r , ,J i11 be pleased to col . lect  and
evaluate such mater iafs,  - -Norman Sch!, lar tz

Hinsky Fund Aword (Cont,cJ)
Icontinued from previous pageJ

r  Anyone 1s el lgtble tor  the aiard includlog
non-Society nembers.

2.  The subJect must deat Ni th Chtcago Jer lsh Nls_

,.  I t  nus t  be essent la l ly  a nei  contr lbui ton to
the study of  Chlcaqo Jer l  sh history.

4.  Ihe connl t tee Ntt I  be r lexlble as to the sub_
Ject hatter and type or mate. ta l  subntt ted.  rht le
monographs sre preferred, the funds nay €lso be used
for sp€c1al  exhlbl ts,  programs, school  oater ia ls,  ar-
notated blbl logiaphles,  etc.  under the purvler or the
pr0crsms of  the soclety.

5.  To be el lg jb le fo!  fundl fg,  a.  essenttal ly
conpleted monogrEph nust be sub6l ! ted Lo the codmtt_

6. The monog!aph should be unde. l5,O0O ,orcrs
al though except lons can be frade.

7.  l t  ls  ant lc lpated that one a,ard Nt l l  be nacte
annual ly anount lng to about $1,?00. tn certatn s l tua_
t lons that amo!nt  nay be increased by addl t lonat funct_
lng fron outslde sources or f ram the 5ociety i tsel f .

8.  The arard s l l l  be used . largely to pay for the
cost of  pLrbl lcat lon of  the nonoqraph.

9.  Ihe commlt tee r l I l  be solely r€sponslble Ior
select lng the ann!al  arard reclptenl .

10.  Publ lcat lons r i l l  be copyr lghted by the Chl(a-
go Jer ish Hlsto! lca- l  5oclety.



TRACING YOUR FAI+IILY ROOTS IS
PROBABLY EASIER THAN YOU THINK

October Speoker Tel ls CJHS
Members How To Get Storted

A fasclnated audience heaxd Judi th
Frazin expla jn that  you don'  t  have to be a
Daughter ol  the American Revolut ion to know
about your ancestry and learn about your
f^mi lv ic rnnf< Mr< Fr^-:^ c^vc I  L rr l

Jewish genealogy, gave a lecture-sl ide show
presentat io ' r  aL the FaI l  CJHS meet jng at
Temple Sholom on 0ctober 7,

A dynaF ic and interest  ing speaker,  she
discussed the several  I 'Jays that chi ldren
and grandchi ldren of  Jewish imnigrants f rom
Ce-tral  and Eastern Europe could learJ.  more
about lheir  ancestors.  Using her own iami-
1y as an exanple,  she descr ibed how she
made use of  resources aval lab1e lo the ama-
tFrrr  nFntalnnic. t  u i tn intFrFct i^ .  .n. l  , 'n-

iormat ive resul ts.  As she spoke of  re le-
vant shtet ls in Furope and ^amed ships
carry ing immigrants to the LJni ted States
near ly a century ago, there were comments
of recogni t ion and jde.r t i f icat ion f rom mem-
bers of  the audience,

A teacher of  Spanish | l ' lho is eurrent
president of  the Je! , / ish cenealogical  Soci-
ety of  I l l inois,  Mrs .  Frazin has located a
number of  avai lable resources such as con-
c.. ! l  ar  rF.nr. i< f inm F,,rnr v̂Pc or ru >,rP Pdr>c,,-

ger l is ts ! , rh ich may be used by persons in-
'Fr os 'Fd in t r - ,n. i -n thair  roots.  She aISo
commen ted on the importance of  intervie!4ing
nl. lFr f :h i lv  mpmhAr< .n. i  ro.^r . l ind thair

reminiscences whi le such a. t iv i tv rcmai^c

Society }'lelcornes New ltlembers

The chi  cago Jewish Histor ica. I  society
'dp1.nmF. fh.  fa l  lnwinn members Who have
in:nFr l  . r r r in^ thr  n^st  few , lonths.  Their
mpmhFrsh:n ic nrnnf cf  their  i . l tereSt in

preserving the history of  Je! , l ish chicago

a^d t ' re i r  des. i re to become a part  of  thaL

ef f  or t .

Steve Earnett  Dor ls & Fred Lubet
l lchael  F.  Bel lors Thonas R. Meltes
Gerald d rer l lyn Epsteln Natat le Pelser
C. EsJersteln Cordon Lee Pol lock
Lynn Se!€ Frrckman Gsyle E. Rl ley
Seleste F.  Ge!sten r ,4arton & Ear l  Rosenstein
l l i  & Mrs Harry Hel ler  Herbert  L.  Roth
Seymour S, f lo l leb Barbara & Edrard stone
Irs (ersh Andy & Claudla Z|elq

Judith Frazln spoke on tracing family roots at the
0ctober meeting

Photo bY Moselle sch!'/artz

possible.
lhe Soeaker uJas introduced by Society

Program Chairman Burt  Robin and the social
hour was hosted o/  Pospi ta l  i ty  Chair 'nan
Shir ley Sorkin.  The Societyrs nel ,1 l  presi-
denl ,  ! , ,a l ter  Roth,  presided over his f i rst
nFnar. I  moot i  nn

- - I .  J.  Suloway

"society News" }li l l Be RevornPed,
Acquire Nel,{ Nome Next Yeor

This is the ' inaI  issue of  societv
NeV]ls.  The Chicago Je!, l ish Histor ical  Socie-
tv .  ra.ont h^.r ' l  mpFf inn . iF. i . lF l . i  tn

rename ano revamp Lhe appearance of
the pubf icat ion,  which i t  started when the

Society | , , las lormed j .o 19/7.
Beginning ! , / i th i ts l l rst  1989 issue,

th6 c^- i6fr  . " . .1-or lv h ' i_r  '^_dPPcd! dr Lr ' rLo-

qo JeI^ l ish History.
hoped, present a more professional  for f i lat
and appearance. I1 wi l l  cont inue Lo oub-
l . is ' ' ]  botn art icLes on chicago Jewish his-

tory and ne!,rs of  Society act iv i t ies.

"changing the name of our quarter ly
hi l l  r . . .ani7- rnF fe. t  that  i t  is  nuch
more than a newslet ter  and qive a c learer
indica Lion of  the qual i ty of  h istot ical  ar-
t  i . lF<. i  n i  l  "  c,ei  r i  P"p<, ident I 'Jal ter  Rott- .

The ne!!  chicaqo Je!,v ish Historv,  l ike
i ts predecessor,  ,^relcomes ma'uscr ipts d-d
nemoirs of  1ocal  Jeiaish his lory ! , th lch ! , rould
.^nA.I  t^  

^, ,  
r  mamhar<h i  h

I t  wi l l  a1so, i t  is

-- l " lar ian Cut ler
l '4embership chairman



GROWTH, LEADERSHIP, PROBLEI4S MARK HISTORY OF B'NAI ZION
Congregotion 0bserves 70th Yeor
As Areo ond fYlembership Chonge

by Nathan Hoffman

Congregat ion B'nai  Zion, a Conserva-
t ive conorenei  inn in thF Rnnp r< P^ rk npi  nh-

hnrhnn' j  i< 
' ' r r rant  

lw -^_r ' :^^

t leth anniversary,  | /Jhi Ie an area synagogue
marks a new decade oi  existence just  about

lha .nni  vor.^rv f . .  Rrn. i  . / idn

meri ts at tent ion of  those interested in
local  Jewish history for  three reasons . in
par l icular.

B 'nai  Zion -ade 
t istory by bei- lg the

l - i  rc i  .^nc. .u: f  i \ ,6 cv^.^^6, 'a in .h i^. .n.  i l

ic  a nn^-r .nat  I  on ahi^a was establ ished and
has rema ined in d ne iqhbor"ood never pre-

dominant ly Jewish despi te a s izabfe con-
t ingenl  of  Jeu/s;  ano i t  is  a synaqogue
whieh has adapted successful ly,  so far ,  to
demographic change oi  the sort  that  has de-
feated other congregat ions.  I ts history is
thus both interest lng and instruct ive.

: rOwth oi  Roqers Park

B'nai  Zion's home has alyJays oeen. in
Rogers Park,  lhe c i tyrs northernmosl  neigh-
borhood along the leke, approximately
a ni le d-d one-haI f  souare a-d lm-eoiatelT
south of  Evanston. The area grel / ,J s lo!a1y
unt i l  f907, !1hen the efevated l ines were
extended to i t  f rom the Loop and the Jesu-
iLs short lv a f tc ru{a rds establ ished _oyola
Universi ty there.

0ccupied or ig inal ly by persons of  cer-
nan and l r . ish backg rounc, Roge rs pa r ,  !1as
f ia in.Ly an area of  s ingle-fami ly homes with
o. ly a handful  oF Jel^s LrnLi l  ao apartrne.t-
bui ld ing boom dur ing the per iod 19l-O-1"920.
In that  decaoe i t5 pooulat ion gre, / r  f ron
7,000 to 27,OOA, Among the 1e!!  drr iva. Is
were social ly mob. i le Eaet European Jews a1-
ready moving frorn +- l te ! iest  Side into other
ahi.^d.  .^mm,ni t ioc

A Time for 0pt lmism

I t  ! !as at  the c lose o f  th is decade
yl ,hen a refat ively smal l  number of  Jel^,s l iv-
i rg in a st i l l  sparsely set t  Ieo Roge rs parL

r t r .^ .n i ,cd thF noF. l  fnr'e-  d Prdrc ru wu!5, , rp.

General ly,  1919 l l ras an opt imist ic t ime for
those Jews l l iho l tJere able to leave the l , f lest
S' ic Anr l  rFl  n.afF in qn^eI S paIk.

The history of  Congregat ion B.nai
Zion, here retold in connect ion r i th i ts
sevent ieth anniversary,  is  necessar i ly  a
bi t tersreet one. I t  re lates hor a smal1,
opt imist ic group of  nen created a nei ,  suc-
cessful  synagogue in a ner neighborhood for
Jeis and even helDed to create a ner branch
of Judaism. But,  l ike l i fe in general ,  the
l i fe of  a synagogue is not r i thout prob-
Iens, per i ls  and ineyi table change. Nathan
Hoffman, the conqregat ion,s unoff ic ia l  h is-
tor ian,  has r i tnessed f i rsthand much of
rhat he recounts.

airplane had successful ly f Io! , rn lhe At lan-
Lic 0cean For the f i rst  t ime. Ihe prohibi-
t ion amendment had j  ust  become effect ive.
Jack Dempsey had defeated Jess l . / i l lard to
become the heavyweight champion of  the
world and inauguraLe the golden decade of

those t imes.
Three men ai fect ionately kno!, !n as the

three muskeleers,  Herman Spivak, Edward
Stei i  and JoseFh Fr. iedman, met at  the home
o'  t r .e Iast  d^o p lanced t1e organ izat  ion of
a congregat ion.  At that  t ime services | t ' ,ere
being conducted at  the home oi  Joseph
Friedman on Saturday mornings. l , l l th Herman
Spivak as iLs f i rst  president and Joseph
c r  iedman as v ice p,ceside.t  (he Later became
lhe seco-d pfesioent) ,  the congregat ion was
started with a menbership of  s ixteen fami-

Al  that  t ime Rabbi Abraham L. Lassen
!,ras in Chicago to present a speech at  a

This ther das the backdrop of

Zionist  convent ion. He ! ,Jas a rabbi  in

not def in i te ly dra! ,1n. 0r ig inal ly these

Evansvi l le,  lndiana, where he had been for
a ' ]L imber of  years.  Born in Russ ia,  he had
atLe-ded l*e Je$r ish Theo.Iogjcal  Seminary
and ! !as ordained. The three musketeers
orevai led upon hin to become the g.roup's
f i rst  rabbi ,  a decis ion immensefy important
to the new organizat ion.

Start  o l  Conservat ive Judaism

Charl ie 0l i f f  and his famity had moved
to Rogers Park in 1921. They jo ined the
ne!, ]  Conserval . ive synagogue even though
Charl iers father l / . las an 0rthodox rabbi .
Af ter al l ,  Conservat ive Judaisn was a
struggl ing new movemeot and the points of
di  f ferences betuieen i t  and 0rthodoxy were

treaty to end the " ! , /ar  to end al l  wars! '  ! !as
rat i " ied by ia jor  oarLies and s i  gneo. A'r

di f ferences | ' ' jere just  a quest ion of
speaking Engl ish rather than yiddish in the
synagogue and erercis j  ng great er control

191,9 l / . las a good year.



. . . .1. ' ' .

ffi
r? lrfr
I li''i:t;t

over the decorum of the congregants dur ing
services.  lh js included an at tempt to read
r r io . . .vor< tndFthar r : ihor th.n

eac- l  congreganL cha.t ing his ow.r  praye r  in-
dependenl ly.

Rabbi  Lassec noL only set  Lhe stan-
darcs for  Conserval ive prac Lice aL B' .aL
/  io^;  he a lso estao t  jsheo the central  body
for the Conservat ive movement in the Mid-
w-"1 rhc f i rq i  ^16<iJenI of  the v iddest

off ice was Charles 01i f i ,  lhe second ! , ras
Rabbi Lassen and the thi rd Thomas Piser.
Tho . ian.o<c, '^n f^r .o. l  tho . l^<in.  nf  thp

of ice in l9 l l ,  but  w^e^ i t  re-opened in
19J5 i ts head was Samue. l  l , lo lberg.  The
.h^va mFn Fv.ani  f^r  ' r^  - -a! ' l  ^"  t r  . l

been or !1rere to be presidents of  Brnai
/ in^ indi .^ l  inn of  Lhe i^Tluence

" ' i6 l  
r l6. l  h-  lh6 

-^ndr6n. i - i^^ 
in tho arr lv

uo.r(  
^f  

f  h.  l ln i ta. l  <v^. .n^ '  a nF Ama.i . r

t r^, , -ht  n l . l  ah,  r .h

But let  us return to 1919 for a mo-
-e-t .  -he s i .  t  een founding menbers,  t l -e:r
leaders and Rabbi Lassen needed a home.
-h.v rr . . : :c:  tn nrrr^hase a snal  I  woode-
c\urch oui ld ing al  1715 L unt Ave.ue t- laL
had hpFn ' (p I  - ic .n^, : i  Church of  St .  Paut
by th- .  Lake. A f ter  some reconstruct ion i t
became B'nai  Zionrs f i rst  hof l re and the
f i r<,  1 nl i l . l ind in RnnF.< Prrk

(  Ie,rple Mizoa-.  the Fe"orm co.rgregat ion or-
nnniTF. l  vFrv ch.r l lv  . f f  pr  R'ni i  7 i^n h. .

-n h,r i -  r ' tc  nu'^ unt i l  rhe mid-Twen-

I 'oLrgh i^ i ' ja l  I  y adeq,rate,  the 'aci l l -
t ies could hardly have been caI led commod-
in,r , .  qchn^l  -^nmc, l rcated in the base-

moh+ 
", . r6 

n^-r lu l i -h l
PUUITt r ]g dfwoj-  uo,"P.

Al  I  -P'rrnn<p A.hhi

a-hr\ i  I  :e<pn .a.<ovarp. l  . lF<. i  fp in-

conveniences a.d ove rwork,  p reach inq in t*e
^l  asses in the base-Jo,,rLUory a, ,  u Lcou"r,  I  !

ment !1 l i th the assistance of  h is new l l l i fe
A^n. Fe was also canto r  for  rhe congrega-
' inr  .^ .n i ' -  n 

^ 
16:,  t  i  fu l  < iodush.

| / . lhen there were enough chi ldren to
f^rF .  

' ,^ ,  
+F. 

-r^, ,^ becaqle director of
the J.D.C. (  Jewish Di l lgent Chi ldren) and
suoervised the i r  dt tenda.ce at  f  r  iday . ighr
services.  14eanwhi le Rogers Park 's Jewlsh
populat ion cont inLed to grow oy - teaps and
bounds, reaching 10,000 by 19 r0 and about
to reach toward 20,000 by 1945-

NFF.I  fnr  |  2T.pr n, : r larc

As membership gre! , /  (85 fami l ies in the
second year,  150 fami l ies by 1924),  i t  be-
n:mp rnn:rpnt th: l  .  l ) rnar h. ' i  l  d i  nn 

' .c
needed for B'na: / ion.  In I926 dur ing r" te
nrF,ci . lFn.v nf  Thnh.c Pr ' (pr  thp nrFcFnt <i  lo

at I447 P rat  t  Boulevar d l / . las purchased, A
' . - : . .  . i  ' . .  - - :=,  r l  i -  . r . ,  r " .  

" ;  
io Lu-; ;

the sa^ctuary,  had belonged to tFe sel f -
same boxer Jess ! . ] i l lard ear l ier  referred
to.

Before lhe ne!, ,  s/nagoque wds compleL-
ed, i t  !1 las necessary to have hiqh hol iday
serv lces in a Masoaic temp le on -u^t  Avenue
as t \e . I  i t t  le wooden shLl  I , l las no lonqe-c

^hlp 
tn hnl .1 lhF nrnu. in.  rnnnron:f inn Tho

nehi bui ld ing was dedicated on September B,
I92A. 0ne year later the depression ar-
r ived l^ l i th i ts at tendant problems.

Rabbi Goes Unpaid

lhe deoression years he re dccompanieo
by severe personal  Financia. i  hardships

! ,Jh. ich l^ lere very soon ref lected in B'nai
Zion's f inances. Rabbi  Lassen cont lnued to
oer form his dLt:es even Lrough Lhe co-rgre-

9drru, ,  wdr Pdy,, ' r "  drry \drdry rur

^ lm.ct  
.n a^t  i  ra varr

0ccas ional  I  y,  however,  inoiv idual  men-
bers u, ,ould cal l  on 'he rabbi  and br ing gi  f t
baskels of  food. Dur ing s ludy qroup ses-
sions at  h ls home, some indiv iduals ! ' !ould
l : . iT, , l l .  la2vF 

^ 
.hF.L htrhin. l  l^  hFln l i .1p

him and his ! , / i fe over these hard t imes.

B'  nai  Zion survived and, as the de-
nttr<<inn .d.na. .nnl in '  - L> gruw i '  uur-

IContinued on page 151



CHiCAGO JEI.|RY HAUHTED BY SPECTER OF A.i'. iTi_SEI.IiTISPI IN 1938
Kristol  lnocht Outroge Culminct ion
0f Terr ible Yeor Here ond Abrood

by l , ' la l ter  Roth

Fi f ty years ago on November 9-I0,
l9 'R r .od iFp infamous (r istaLl-

nachl  outraqes j .  Cermany, o"f ic:aLly
n'^.- , i im-r l  "F,  Na. is Lo nave been a

rp^.r in^ nv thp np r  m'n np.n iF tn

the assassinat ion of  Ernst  Vom Rath,  a Ger-
-d^ emba,5y o ' f  . ic . ia1 i^  Dar is,  by Herschel
Crynszpan, a seventeen-year-o1d Pol ish-Jew-
i<h raf , 'ntrp nrvnrT.:nr(  n.r t rn l< hi . l  haF.

forc ib ly t ransporteo oy tFe N"zis,  wi th
lhousands of  other Pol ish Jews residing in
Germany, f rom Gernany to Poland a l / reek ea!-
l ier .  The assassinat ion ! ,Jas the tormented
son's Ievenge.

l 'undreos o '  Ce rmor ano Au5r r  ia-  syna-
. ,Jn. l :1 i  /a. l  

^r  
. l .c t .nwod. an nnn

Jer, , rs were arrested and sent to concentra-
: :c.  ; :_!s,  r , f re:e -a. , , /  fJ: Ie muldeled: and

ed and their  l , , l / indo!,rs shal tered (  hence the
e!pl .er ls-  "  (  r  i  s  l  a l  l  n a c F l ,  "  ! iven by ' rhe
l lazis :c ihe ev€ni) .  Shcr l ly  t l i3reaf ier
the Germans assessed a hLlge f ine on
the German-Jera. ish community as part  of  a
f i -nr l i . ,h ' l rn mrkrnn the Cermdn Je,/rS sel f -
insurers for  their  ot^ ln destruct ion.  In ad-
di t ion,  nufnerous nevv restr ict ions ! !ere
. i - looseo, al1 designed etrecL:vel /  to ex-
cl  ude Jeras f rom Cer-an so. ie l  y a1o to ' rds-
ten their  exp! ls ion i rom Germany.

-he Terr ib le "e" r  '

Kr istal lnacht i tsel i  l ,1,as the culmina-
t ion of  a ser ies of  omlnous events l l ih ich
hr. l  l^Ltrn nl  r . t r  t r . r l ipr  rh: t  va:r  in T.pr-

many and olher European countr ies,  In

^.r lpr  
ln nl : .a Llr i ( t . l l . -^^+ :

fu l  ' is tor ical  persoect ive,  iL . is  heloful
to review the events of  the year in
| / l lh ich i t  took place--1918--an aw ful  year
for the Je|^ ls of  the wor ld.  And, s ince | l le
are interested i .  Chicago leI^ ish r- ictory,
we wi l l  Iook at  the way a Jer is ' r  per5on
l iv ing in Chicago learned about the
events of  19J8 from the ne!, lspape!s and f i rag-
a. , ines c i rc. i laLi^g in cnicago ano 1ow he
rp. . t t r r l  Al '  thr t  t  imo lho . i  l -v . .n i i inp. l

the second largest Jewisr commJn. i ty in
Am6.i . r .  i t  h. .c r l<n f . i r lv  ranra(ant. t ivo

nf nnl i f i r 'eI  ' i fo ,n Am6rica in 1938.

A sfudy of  1oca1 headl ines for the
yed r  19fB reveals a str ing oF events Iead-

-19 to Kr isral lndchr in a mancer that  can
hc <r i r l  tn n.r i l lp l  th-  - . .e suDseque.L evenLS
that led to the destruct ion of  the Je!1ls in
the Holocaust.  The behavior of  the Nazis
tob,aro r^e Je0,s i1 Cerna.y,  t ' re condi  L io.rs
of  L\e lews in ot l .er  Luropea- courtr ies,
the response oi  the American governf l tent  to
those condi t ions and f inal ly the response
oi  Jews of  Chicago in 19fB ! , lere a prologue
to behavior af ter  the outbreak of  ! lo! ld War
I I  1n 1939 and the Holocaust which came in
i ts wake.

Local  Papers Report  Nazi  Terror

Art ic les in The Sent inel ,  The Reform
Advocate and The Chron. ic le,  three of
Chicago's leading Jewish-Engl ish per iodi-
cals at  the t ime, and The yiddish Cour i .er
natural ly reported in great detai l  the
ruthlessness of  the Nazi  dr ive against  the
Je1,1,s of  Cermany, espec. ia l ly  af ter  the in-
vasion ol  Austr ia in l .1arch. So, i t  musl  be
s3id lo t t -e i r  credl t ,  d ld The Chicaqo Tr ib-
une and The Chicaqo Dai lv News, the
ci ty 's l rao leading dai l ies of  the t ime.

Act ive ant i -semit ism had also become
the pol icy of  governments in poland, Ruman-
1a, Hungary and I taIy,  and the tragic dead-
lock in Arab-Je!r ish relat ions in palest ine
came to a head in 19J8. Country af ter
country seemed to be caught up in the gros-
ing fury of  ant i -semit ism, overbrhelming
American Jews wlth the prospect of  mi l l ions
of homefess Jews being dr iven out of  Eur-
ope.

Af l rer ican Jews Po!,rerf  ess

In the i r  own homelano, Amer ica^ Jews
l / .Jere powerless to provide a haven since
America's immigrat ion f  a! , /s prevented en-
l ran.F .  /^ant ' . r  a f  ph.  Nat ive ant i -Sem-

i t ism and isolat lonism l l rere both on the
r ise in the Uni ted States in 19 fB and mi l -
I  i^n< M,ora ( t i l l  

' ,nomnl^va. l  
.< lho a. .a. l

Depression conr inLed to l i .ger.  lmnediate-
r /  d,  Lc,  udgu Jcw,y 

'E5-
ponded as a community wi th var lous methods
nf . r^toct  hw nrn.  |  -  ! : '_^

Prdycr>t

' ^+^nsi f icat ion of  the
'  u, 'u-  r  daJr, ,9

boycott  of  German goods, th is last  a con-
troversial  issue.

Indiv idual  acts of  assistance were
nneeihlo .n. l  lhoco n. . ' , r .a. l  nr im)r i lv  thF

giv ing of  a l r ioavi ts oy A,rer ican Jeurs Lo



thai  r  hrplhTAn i .  I  
" r^na 

i^ h6l  
^ 

.  foh nT

I  hrm imminr: fF fn fho l l . iLed States.  T.rese

aff idavi ts,  of ten backed by lunds put in

escro! ! ,  guaranteed that im- igrants wou ld
nnt hpl 'nmc n| |h l  i  ^  ^har".es in the U.S- T\e
, ,1 l imr io t r r .a. lw 

^ i -  ^ ."-^^
I  e3C :nf ,  in ihF v-.rc tn io l low !hese af . i_
davi ts could 'e lp o.r ly a very s-al I
number of  the m i  111on s ol  Jews lhen l iv ing
in Gernany, Aust r ia,  Poland, Fungary dnd
I  Lo,  y LU

Books Cxi t iq ize I ' Inact ion"

l^ las the react ion of  Chicaqo and other
Amer. ican Jel ,1ry appropr iate to Kr istal l -
nacht and the other t  raged ies af  l j938? A
number o '  recent oooks, among Lher : !g
Tr.n<fFr A.rFomonl hv F. lh. i  n Fl^.1i .  Iha

na:fFni  nn <i  lan.a hv A.f .a I  M..1.  f f .  Rav.^.1

AFl iaf  F,v n.n-rrh l -  I  !ncl . . l l .  l^roro . ro a"r

Rrnthcrqr KpFnpr<"--ThF p, ,h l i^  eF<nnncp nf

Ame!ican Jews to the Holocaust l9f8-1944
by Haskel l  Lockste in;  and ThV Brolhers '
Blood--TJ-e 0r thooox Pesponse Dur i  nq the
qolocaust by David Kran,, ler  have analyzed
lhe events of  t "e 1910's ano Lhe tragic
consequences trrat  fo- t loureo t*e outbreak of
l lo r  l  d l , , j  a r  I I  in 1939 -

They have cr i t ic ized Jewish organiza-
t ions,  their  Ieaders and the lewi sh press
f^r  thai t  

^ .cci- i t , ,  
.n-  F. i l "Ta n"hl  i^ lw t^

. . . in<t  thF Amcr i  -Pdrduc dIU

t 'e l . .k . f  nn<i l iwo i . t  i  nn t .

save Lhe vict ims of  Fi t ler 's onslauga L.  A
revie! , r  of  the events of  19lB from the Ch. i -
cago oerspecl ive may also provide 

-s 
wi th a

f  .  ihp . r i l i . i<m hv th.<p ! , r f  hnrc

YPer Pcn i  nc Rer l l  v fn '  -pwS

The year 193B started !4i th ominous
stor ies f  ro-  Eur ooe of  inperdi .g al tacks o.
Je!r /s.  0n January 27, The Senl inel  head-
I ined a fu.LI-page story:  "101,000 Je,^rs F. [ee

from Ruf l rania distr icts" .  0n the same date

^nnihpr 
. r f  i -  lp ,  nr ler  t^e t i t le "German

' la" , rw! c nhi t ! , : ru i r  h.- inc 
- , i lh 

i tTho 
" ,nr l . l

n.Fss h)< hp^nmc mnro nr I  e5S Si lpnt  abOUL

the s i tuat ion oi  the Je! , rs in Cermany. "  0n
FFhrlarv ^Z -qiP Thc SenLinel  Caf r  ied a

<lnrv , ,n. ier  thp hpr. l l inF ' iAnl i . in^ lc Fmi-

grat ion of  25,AOA German Je| ,1 ls--5,000 to
PelFq' inF ;^d ln.1nn f  n the L.S.A."

I  n t '4arch, 193B ,  Germany annexed Aus-
tr ia.  Thousands of  Jey. ls ! . ]ere arresLl , l  and
h,,- ; l  iofctr  M:nv . l ip. i  ? iLher al  lhe hands

of t r re r ' , la. , is  or  through sLr ic ide.  The Nazi
rampage in Vienna was unprecedented, ex-
ceeding anything that had occur red in Ger-
inany up to that  t  ime, and i t  was widel  y re-

The ror ldr ide observance of  the Kr is-
ta l lnacht anniversary last  month r ight ly
focused on the terror of  that  1918 night in
German lands, i ts role as a forerunner of
the Holocaust rhich fo l lored and our deter-
minat ion that such a th ing not be perm i  t  ted
to happen again.  In th is art ic le,  hoiever,
the emphasis is upon the ray in rhich Kr is-
ta l lnacht and indeed a rhofe ser ies of  ant i
Jer ish occurrences dur ing fgr8 impinged up-
on the l ives of  Chicago Jewry f i f ty years
ago. The wri ter  ras himsel f  a young refu-
gee from Germany, ner ly arr ived in Chicago
that year.  Mr.  Roth,  an at torney rhose
rr i t ings on the local  Jer ish community are
fami l iar  to our readers,  recent ly assumed
the presidency of  the Chicago JeHish His-
tor ical  Societv.

ported in the Chicago press.  For example,
the f4arch 19 . issue of  The Sent lnel  carr ied
art ic les under these banner headl ines:  "Nazi
Hordes Swarm over Austr ia, ' ,  , 'Suic idaI  I tave
Sweeps Austr ia ' r  and "Exlend Boycott  to Aus-
Lr ia".  0n l '1arch l1 the Se^t inel  reoorted
that Jeds were bei^g forced to sweep the
streets of  V ienna aL gunpoint ,  coupled l1 l j th
a warning by coer ing that 'Al l  Je!1is

other papers,  both Je! , r ish and those of  gen_
eral  c i rculat ion.  The edi tor  o l  The Reform
Advocate s l rongly backed a boycott  of  Aus-
tr ian goods as a c o u n t  e r  -  m e a s u r  e .

Persecut ion Acqelerates Elsehlhere

0n Apr i l  7 The Se^Li1el  reported that

^ i  "  d i  nnFr .c lF^rAI i -n rne i i  t t ieth anni-

^f  
Tha ahi .^n^ I . " ' ieh a^, . r iar  hFl . l

at The Sherman House, Haro ld J.  Ickes, Sec-
r^ l  a-  v nf  , t -p Tai  c- i  nr  and a o,el l -known

Chicago po. l  i t ic ian,  nad sha rp ly at tac(ed
the Nazis ano lheir  ou L rages. IL also car-
r ied a long story of  a ne!{  cr is is in Hun-

Must Go". Simi tar  arr ic les appear ed in

gary. lqc hFa^l"rF.  r ' - l r ,nn.rv LaU_C\eS

Ant ' -qFni  I  i .  orn-ran Ac Prenier PfomiSeS
Paetr i . t in.  Ai l lerr

AII  ih. . , , .h fhtr  prr lv mi. l . l  la

-ont ' .s of  l  9 lB rhe 5en'  ine I  and olFer pap-
ers cdrr ied alarming stor ies abo- t  the con-
di t ion of  the Je' , !s in Poland. Ant l -semit-
is-  had becone the nat ior-d-[  po I  j  cy of  tFe
government and the ru. l ing party.  The Chi-

rFnn.t t r . l  id . lFtr i l  lhp nnl  i . "

a^,  n. i i lo. l  hw tho Pnl  ich .n.ornmonl in M.L

lgfA fh-t  thF " lFu, i<n nrnnlpm'r  
" , .< 

fd 
^p

snlvFf rv lh.  - - r l , r . ' in1 in L\e number of
lah,c " l -^ ho . .h iavan h.  f , , r l -hor inn lhoi l

l0ontinued on next page]



The papers recal led thal  in June,
19r7,  Rabbi  Stephen !J ise and olher Jewish
leaders had met ! ' r i lh Cordel l  Hul1,  Sec.et-
ary of  State,  to seek American assis lance
in protest ing the ant i -semit ic act ions ol
the PoLish governme^t,  but  despi  te that ,
ar t l -semit ic acLS vieTe becoming dorse. As
an indical ion of  th is Pol ish pol icy,  at
the tv:an- les-Ba jns refugee conference in
France dur ing June, f938, cal1ed by the
Jni  ied States and other govern-e-ts Lo help
the refugees of  Europe f ind haven af ter  the
Austr ian invasion, the Pol ish governf l tent
insistec on t^e "  r  e s e t  i  .1 e fn e n :  "  o l  3t  leasi
tC, CC0 ol  i ts  ie! !s a year.

The Evian conference for which the
-" .cd. 'c ore):  c.  : - : ' :dI- .  ' "d q-ea. rooe.

t1

Chicoso Jews' Reoct ions to Terr ible yeor lgJg (Cont,cl)
[Continued from previous page]

emigrat ion to Palest ine and other coun-
tr ies."  ( l '4adagascar was a dest inat ion la-
vored by the Poles.  )  Tne press carr ied
stor les of  "  special  benches" for  Jetxs at-
tending Pol ish col leges and of  the boycott
of  Je,  ish bus i^esses o rder ed by the ool ish

author i t ies,  At  that  t ime there were near-
1y I  ,  000 ,000 Jews in Poland.

Con ference on Refugees Fai ls

preoccupled Chicago Jel l . ls .  In 193/ the Re-
port  of  the Br i t ish Royal  Commission for
Palest ine recommended part l t ion of  the
country.  The immediate ef lect  ! . ras to di-
v ide al l  e. lements in Palest ine into part i -
t i t ion and non-part i t ion camps. This also
occurred among Chicago Jewry.  Numerous ar-
t ic les and edi tor ia ls spoke on the issue.
At the Jewish Agency meet. ing held in London
in [4arch, 19JB, the major i ty ol  American
non-Zio.  is t  s represenreo oy Fel i "  14.  har-
burg ooposed oart i t io^.  vr .  bJaroJrg de-
clared, I ' r {e bel ieve L^aL ro la5Li ,g oeace
in Palest ine can be obtained unt i l  the par-
t iF< . i l .p. l lv  

^f fp.rFd 
n.mal\ ,  tho lo"c .n. l

the Arabs, have been given a fu 1l  opportun-
. iLv to enoeavor to arr ive at  a peacer- I
understandi  ng.  "

The opposing posi t ions at t racted a
great deal  of  at tent ion in the Jeur ish pub-
l icat ions.  An anguished edi tor ia l  by Lud-
! , r ig LeL' ,1 isohn appeared jn The Senl inel
an varci  f l ,  at lack. ing lhe ant i -Zionists
for opposing tne Zionist  leader Chaim bte. iz-
fnann. The edi tor ia l  at tacked the ant i -Zi-
o is:  "5 

" . :  -  l ,  i . - i , t  -orc- , ,  lmpedi . lg
the creat lon of  a Je!1l ish state urhich
could serve as a haven for Je|^1s.  He wrote,
"Do you ! , tant  to l , l ia i t  t i11 a ne!,1 l , , lor ld t , . ]ar
rs on us and you cannot rescLte the Jel ,11lsh
youth of  cermany, Austr ia,  poland, Rumania?
0r don' t  you want to rescue that youth at
al l?"  The f inal  resolut ion of  the Jewislr
Agenc y meet:-g v!d,  a compro- ise des igned to
seek further negot iat ions yr i th the Br i t ish.

In any event,  by the ear ly months of
Iq lS t -ere h,ere reoorts o '  widespreac
f ighl lng in Palest ine between the Br i t ish
and the Arabs and increased tension between
the Arabs arrd the Jews. The papers report_
ed that in June, t9fB, the f i rst  Je! , /  (Ben
Joseph )  to be executed by the Br i t ish was
hanged in Acre pr ison for shoot ing at  an
Arab bus. The pattern was a.Lso evolv ing in
Palest ine.

See End ol  Eu.opean Jewr,

The macabre wor ld seene | l las concisely
summed up in an edi tor ia l  by I t i l l iam Zuck_
erman publ ished in The Sent inel  on Apr i l  5,
1938, headl ined, i ' Is  European Je!,rry Fin-
is hed?'r  Zuckerman | t ' l ro te,  ' ,  Thus there is
not nol ,^r  a Jeu/ ish community in Europe that
can come to the succor of  the Austr ian
JeVvs. Perhaps salvat ion l ies wi th American

country,  . including the U.S.A,,  whose quota
for al l  immigrants f rom Poland remained a
mere 5,000 per year,  indicated that
lhey we re not |x i l l ing to c-ange Lheir  im---
grat ion .La!, rs to help t .he refuEees.
I t  should be noted that the Nazis later of-
ten c i ted wi th glee the Evian con fetence as
prooi  that  the l /vor ld did not want the Jews
of Germany.

Rumanian Je!, ls Also Threatened

Rumania l , l las also of ten in the nev] ls in
the ear ly part  of  19fB, In December ol  the
orevious yea r  0ctavian Coga had taken over
as premier oF Rumania,  heading a rpgj- '1e
whose avowed purpose was the destruct ion or
expUlsion of  the Jel ,1 ls.  In ear ly 19lB the
oress reoorted o^ the l ighLning rapidi ty of
his ant i -Jewish 1a!, ls dur ing his s ix
l l ieeks in power.  King Carol  l inal ly dis-
missed Goga in February,  but  for  the Je| lvs
of Rumania the pattern had been set for  the

t-r-eo .-Lo a o: , .s i : r Country ai ter

f  uture. ror Rumania,  I  j l .e oLher r .e! ! ' '

countr ies such as Hungary and Czechoslo-
vakia,  there l^Jas under U.S. la l / i  v i r tual ly
no immigrat ion al lotment at  a l l .

The Jewish community 1n palest ine l l ias
a.Lso under s iege in 938, a.d i  rs problems



Je!rry.  European Je,{ry cannot stand up to
the ne$ tragedy., '

Beginning in June ,  1918, The Chicaqo
Tribune carr ied almost dai ly f ront-page
art ic les about at tacks on Jews in Ber l in
and other cerman ci t ies.  - f  he Tr ibune,s
coverage of  events 1n Germany dur ing th is
perrod was remarkable in i ts c lar i ty as i t
revea. led in graphic detai l  the fury being
unleashed at  the Jews of  Germany. Consid-
er ing the lact  that  Robert  R. McCormick,
the publ isher of  The Chicaqo Tr ibune, sup-
ported Hlt ler  as a bast ion against  the
"Communist  menace,, ,  yvas an isolat ionist  and
detested the Br l t ish,  these art ic les on the
pl ight  of  the Je! ,Js in cermany are astonish-
ing.

Tr ibune Correspondent Reports Ful ly

They were l l l r i t ten by The Tr ibune's
Bureau Chie f  in Ber l in,  Sigr id Schul tz,  who
though born in Chlcago had l ived in
Germany ior  many years and had ]ong
been a t rusted reporter for  the Tr lbune.
She was openly cr i t ical  of  the Nazis in her
art ic les,  and her report ing of  the events
in cermany gave Chicagoans a most direct
v. ie!^,  of  the German rampage. After American
entry into bior ld War I I  in 1941, Sch!1tz
returned to America and in her book GermanV
l l i l l  Try Aqain,  publ ished in 1944, urged
the total  d lsmant l ing ol  the country,

The agony of  German Je!1ry l l las spel led
out on an almost dai ly basis on the
page s oi  The Chicaqo Tr ibune. For example,
next to the ne| , . rs that  Johnny Vander l " teer
had pi tched his second succes sive no-hi t
gaf l re in f ive days for the Clncinnat i  Reds
on June I6,  1,9i8,  | I ras Schul tz '  column about
the lerror iz ing of  the Jews of  Ber l in.
Naz i  ganQS wer e roaming the sLreeLs, at-
tacking Je!,rs and Je!, / ish businesses. Je| / . ls
y l lere dr iven out of  movie theaters and some
were arrested. There were reports of
deportat ions to Buchen|,1iald,  ' ia concentra-
t lon camp,I '

0n JJne lB and 19, 1918, f ront-page
headl ines spoke of  the "Ber l in lJar on
Jevis".  Schul tz reported thaL f i fLy Jeui ish
stores had been smashed in Ber l in and t l , ' l lo
hc",  .^n.anir : f i^n . rmn< io.  h,r i  I  I

^--^-  
i  

^^ -d^ 
i  h^ + + h6 lo- ,c q.^h' ,1 i  7uorvo r( . l i r  o9orrrJ L

! ! rote,  was someho|t 'J  said to have been pro-

voked by the Czechs. The American Jewish
Yearbook for I9tB-1939 sJggests that  the
disorders l l lere a Nazi  device to impress
nrr  I  i .  i  nent "  ^f  

rhc Fvian confereoce that
L ' ie Nazis ! !ere ser ious about r l -e i r  pol icV

of dr iv ing the Je!^/s out of  Germany.

A Jel,l l ish shopkeeDer in Berlin sweeps uD
after Kristallnacht

Flqht a Sourqe of  Pr ide,  Conl l ic t

The unrelenl ing ^el^ of  overseas trag-
edies was interrupted by one great 1i  not
t ru ly s igni f icd.r  rnome.t ,  a seer i^g Lr iumph
of good over evi l ,  which occurred on June
22, 19JB, in Yankee Stadium, Nel / , i  york:  the
second Louis-Schmel ing f ight .  This f ight
also i l lustrates the conf l ic t ing v iews af-
fect i rg Ch i  cago Jel , | l  ry t , l l j th respecr to the
ant i -German boycott ,  one of  the few ! , /eapons
ava. i lable to those Americans | , l l ishing to
l ight  Nazism.

0n January 5,  1938, The Sent inel 's
I  hpn en^r i .  

^^ l"hnr 'c+ ,  r rv 
^upL

column ' i0ur Sport  | / l lor ld, '  ! , t rote about
l"J ichael  Strauss Jacobs (a Jew and boxing
bigwig at  the t ime )  and the staging of  the
second f ight  bet! , reen f .1ax Schmel ing and Joe
L ouis.  T ' re Jer! ish boyco L L organizat io| .s
! , rere urging a boycott  of  the f ight ,  which
Chicago was then try ing to 1and, but Kup-
cinel  quest ioned the u, / isdom of such a boy-
cott ,  s. ince sports had l i t t le lo do with
pol i t ics.  t ' I  am for i t , "  he wrote,  i !ex-

cept in sports. , '
schmel ino Had a Jel^ j ish Manager

Kup reported that Mike

lcontinued on next page]
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Jacobs had scheduled the f ight  for  Ner, /  york
and stated that he y, /as not {orr ied over the

elect ions were being hetd in Chicago, the
Kristal lnacht r iots were beginning in Cer_
many .  Under The l r ibune's banner headt ine
of elect icn resul ts on Novenber l0 carne a
secondary headl ine,  , 'Mobs U,Jreck Je|1l ish
Stores in Ber l in, , '  over a story by Sigr id
Schul tz,  0n November I l  under a banner
front-page head.I ine ' rHi t ler  Seizes 20, OO0
Jews, ' r  Schul tz wrote an eyewitness account
nf ihp . ip<tr , r . t i^n 

^f  
ev_/ nagogues a40 stores

in Ber l in:

Systemat ic destruct ion of  Jewish
rproperty,  I  oot  i  nq ,  arson and wholesa Ie
arrests of  Jews without charges swept
Germany today. 1t  is  est lmated that
20,000 Jews were arrested 1n cermany and
what r , /as Austr ia.

The Nazi  v io lence far outdid anything
that happened along this l ine in cermany
in the darkest days of  the Red RevoIu-
t ion.  Then hungry mobs stormed the food
stores.  Today the mob gloated over
the sf l tashed stores oi  Je! , rs.  They helped
themselves to c lothes, furs and toys and
scattered the goods in the streets for
thei !  f r iends to pick up,

In the days of  the revolut ion the po-
l ice t r ied to jntervene. Today they
|aalked unconcernedly through the.. .
cro!rds as i f  everybody was out lor  an
enjoyable af lernoon strol l , . . .Two Je!,rs
were shot to death dur ing the ant i -Semj.-
t ic  r iots.  .  .  . lwenty synagogues were des-
troyed in Vienna.. . .Nine of  the twelve
Berl  in synagogues v ' ]ere set  af i re at  dawn
.. . .1 ' lany Jev{s were arrested and carr ied
of l  to unknown dest inat ions.  .  .  , In v i I -
lages, hof l tes of  Jews i lere set  af i . re.
Terr i  f ied Jews f led into the country-
s ide, hiding in the woods.. . . In BexI in
an Af l rer ican $ralk ing do!,vn the Kurfuer-
stendamm, one of  the c i ty 's pr incipal
thoroughfares,  saw a mob haul  a Jew out
of  a store,  knock him do|^/n and trample
on him unt i l  h is shr ieks stopped.

For weeks thereafter Sigr id Sehul tz
cont inued her report ing o-f  what she sa!1/  and
heard in cermany. Chicago and i ts Je| t , l ry
! ' {ere ! , re11- in formed.

!1.S. React ion to Kr istal lnacht

Ne| l ,JspaDers and magazires sold in
fh iernn . lAnl  nr6. l  +h6 . ler4an act ion.  The
Tribune and The Dai lv News both edi tor iaf fJ
at  tacked the Nazj .  regime and i ts assaul t  on
the Je| / ' ls .

uJrote that  Joe iYossel ' ,  Jacobs (a Jew | / , /ho
had been and t4as Schmel ingrs manager but no
relat ion to Mike )  had just  returned from
Germany and i 'Jas spreading the "hooey" that
Jet ' ! ls  were not being mistreated there.  0n
May 26 Kup reported that there ! , ras a f i f ty-
f i f ty  spI iL on the boycott  issue in the
let ters that  rvere pour ing onto his desk on
the j .ssue. Since Mike Jacobs had agreed to
give ten perce^t  of  h is prof i ts f rom
the f ight  to aid German Jer ' rs,  Kup said he
was in favor of  ca. l1 ing of f  the boycott

"because the Je!, !s in al l  probabi l i ty  w. i l l
at tend the f ight  anyl 'Jay. ' l

0ver 80,000 persons at tended the
f  i  

^ l i !  ^^ --- :^^ ni .ht  nF l , ,ho r< i^

Yankee Stadium. As Arch lJard I ' l rote on the
front page of  The fr ibune, Louis won af ter
124 seconds of  the f i rst  round, The Tr ib-
! !9 reported that the "Colored FoIks" par-
aded anC da.ced i r  the streets of  the South
Side "do$Jn South Park t , .Jay I  now Kinq Drive] ,
across 47 th Street,  up I  ndiana Avenue and
ove. 4Jrd Street.  ar ler ies of  celebrat ion
:hat began at  9:10 and ended witn the
da!1n. "  hhi le Coeboe l  s sulked in Germany
and Schmel ing r , ,as rushed to a hospi ta l ,
Chicago Je!^rry ' inaI ly had somerFing to
cheer about,  For the record,  Joe Jacobs
was not in Schmel ing's corner on the night
of  the f ight  as he had been barxed from
ringside becau se of  a technical  v io lat ion
of boxing rules in another f ight .  Needless
to say,  the Schmel ing-Jacobs c ornb i  nat  i  on 1s
d'r  c" f9 rc LU Lrr l> udy.

Czech Je!, , rs ExOel led

The end of  the summer of  I9J8 sahl  the
i .ncreasing danger to CzechosLovakia and i ts
Jer, /s.  In September,  19lB, the mass exodus
of Je| , . /s f rorn the Sudeten area, which was
soon to be ceded to Gerrnany, began. The
l '1unich "set t lement,r  at  the end of  that
month completed the exDlusion of  the Jey' l ish
community in the Sudetenland. Thousands of
Jews f led to Prague and i ts surrounding
area. 0ver 20 ,  000 Je|^ ls had been dr iven oul
of  the. i r  homes by the Nazis,  and the Chica-
on nr_psc n^iF. l  ih^f  h.ni .  <oo6a.!  t^  d. in

aII  Jews of  Czechoslovakia.
0n November 8 and 9,  I9t8,  The

T r ibune headl  ined resul ts ol  the Congres-
si .onal  e lect ions held on the eiqhth.  t . ]h i le



But some of the report ing was strange.
Henry Luce'  s L i  fe magazine o f  November 28 ,
l93A n^rr" iFr i  sFvpr. l  nrnac nf  n i . t , , rFe nf

1t

chairman of  the House commit tee invest igat-
ing "un-American act iv i t ies.  "  The Tr ibune
also edi tor ia l ized that i t  d id not favor
changing immiqrat ion restr ict ions,  even in
thF f^cF nF the evi<. t inn. . ic ic in F, ' r^na

A reading of  the general  Chicago press
at the t  ime indicates that there | / ' /as abso-
lutely no sent i re. t  for  a change in Ameri-

the destruct ion in cermany. But on the
nFrt  naoF fhprp 

^rp 
<iv n i . i i ' ro< nf  Hi t lar

^nr l  
nnFr" inn .nnlnn r f  thp .hr iqtpninn nF

Goering's c i i ld.  The capt ion u{as,  , 'Ger-

many I  s Tl / ro Head Men Try 0ut Their  Charms on
a F i  v e -  l .1o n t  h -  0 1d Baby., '

No Liberal izat ion of  Immiqrat ion La!,us

0f a1l  L ' re papers and per iodicals re-
viewed, only The Ne|^ l  Republ ic urged
a change in America'  s immigrat ion Ia l , | ls .
Unde r  the headl ine "Let the Je| I 'Js Come in! , ' ,
an edl tor ia l  of  November f0 stated that
simple indignat ion was not enough:

Five hundred thousand Geriran Jel , rs are
in thF mnct . locnor. ia nrA. l i^ .6ant nl-

modern t imes.. . .The quest ion is where
can they go? Even Palest ine is Oei.g
barred Lo then, and every coLrntry is
creat ing d i ' f icJ l r ies,  Ar rhe present
t ime, German-Austr  ian combiced quota is
about 27,000 a year.  The total  quota
from al l  countr ies is about 15J,000, but

'nany lands do not use up t \e i r  a l lot-
ments;  and in a number of  recent years,
mole peOple have lef t  America ihan have
entered i t .  I 'Je can see no possible rea-
sons | t . lhy the unused quotas f rom other
countr ies should not be transferred to
the refugees. Even the bi t terest  ant i -
semite t t i l l  recog. ize that  the Lolal
nunber who could possibly come in ! , rou ld
hp a.  insin- i f i . in i  addi t ion to our
nra<Fnf n^n" l . t  i  

^^

As an af ter t '1ath of  Kr istaI lnachL,
Roosevel t  had recal led the American Ambas-
cAd^r t i . rm:nv H, ' i th R. UJi lson for
consul tat io ' r ,  and he openly deplored the
Nazi  at tacks.  Eoth or these steps were
applauded by the Jevi ish press as courageous
and yvelcome acts.

Sma11 Steps bv Roosevel t  At tacked

ThF t lh i .ann nrp<< . lcn ron^r l  o. l  lh. l

President Roosevel t  had stated at  a ne| l ls
conference held on November 15 that
ha . l  i  r t  nnf  .^niomh I  . ia .  ^q-^^^q ui /d, ,9c f , ,  L, ,c quu-

f .  <vctpm fhFv ron^. fo. l  h^- 'auor th. f  n^

November l8 Roosevel t  had extended the vis-
i tor 's v isas ol  15 ,000 cermans then l iv ing
in t ' re Uni ted States,  rnany of  $ jhom here
Je!,1s.

0n November 20, The Tr ibune reported
that th is exlension of  v isas had come under

n M.. t in nia<>| 'd lPdlLdL^UylU||9 '

ca^ innigrat ion quotas. Chicagoans and
other Americans ! !ere horr i f ied at  Hi t ler ,s
acLs, but the vast major i ty did oot
want to change the immigrat ion faws, espec-
ia l1y at  a t ime ! , /hen jobs t^rere hard to get.
Even the Jewish press,  whi le anguishing
over the pl ight  of  the Jews in Europe,
looked to other countr ies as havens for the
ref , ,dApc Tn of fo. i L ' rorr9c rrr  6IrErf-

can immigrat ion 1a!, /s seems to have been be-
yond contemplat ion or possibi l i ty .

Chicaqo Je!, i  s Intensi fV Boycott

-here were, hodever,  ot \er  steps that
the Chicago Jewish community was taklng
uJi  th rFsnFl- f  tn i  ic  hFl  p^nlFrtr . l  hrathran

in Europe, Some of those ! , i  i l1 nor^ l  be re-
vie! , /ed.

A Joint  Boycott  Counci l -  of  Nazi  coods
and Services !4as organized in Chicago in
la"6 bv t (o A-or i  an ler^ iS'  -o,gt-es:  a-d

lhe Jewish Labor Commit tee, Ei th of f ices at
I  South Dearborn Street.  I t  was a succes-
sor to the or ig inal  boycot t  commit tee
started by the American Je!, / ish Congress in
L933, By 193B the organizat ion ! , ras pub-
l ichinn a noi in. l i . . l  R-, , -^r  I 'o 9crruurLor

I  is t< nf  mpr.h2nf<

nnFr-ef  inn di  fh I  hp hnv.nf t  .n. l  col  I  ind

stamps ! , /h lch cou. ld be af f ixed to envelopes,
let ters and not ices as a way to , '5tamp 0ut
Nazismr .  In t '4arch of  l9JB the Joint  Coun-

^-- . le l^  i  tc  h^w^^t  l -rdrr  9uuqJ

l is t  a^d IaLer in I9 l8 i t  included goods
from Sudetenland.

In i ts December,  19f8,  issue Bovcott
stated that the boycott  was succeedi  ng in
f ight j  ng Nazi  terror.  I t  c la. imed the fuI I
cooperat ion not only of  many Je| I i ish groups
but afso of  the American Federat ion
of Labor,  certain Roman Cathol ic groups and
arF, ! ,n ivpr<i t  iFc A h^v.^t i  r . l lu holrr  in

l9fB at  t .e Universi  tv of  C- j  cago !ras said
to have drawn 2,000 students and was ad-
dressed by outstandlng members of  lhe fac-
u. l ty including Pro fessor (  later U,S. senat-
or)  Paul  H, Douglas.  Edi  tor ia l ly ,  BoVcott
opined, af ter  Munich, that ,  , 'As hereto-
rore,  lh is batt le wi l l  have to be fought
vvi th the most ef lect ive peace-t i .me weapon

IContinued on next pageJ
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avai lable lo tne masses-- the boycoLt of
German-made goods and services."  Interest-
innlv pn. lnh fhF npnFnber issue made no
special  reference to Kr ista I  Lnacht .

ManV Local  Je! . ls  0ppose BoVcott

Yet the boycott  movement el ic i ted op-
posj  t ion f ron many Chicago Je| / rs,  as i t  d id
from other Amerlcan Je!, /s and, in i t i .a l ly ,
perhaos under duress,  f ron Cernany's Je! , rs
the"rse. Ives.  For example,  the boycott  issue
and j ts impact on Lhe Louis-Schrel ing i ight
has already been discussed.

In I9 l9 Bernard Horwich, a beloved
elder of  the Chicago Je!, / ry,  publ is.red hj  s
biography, f ,1v EightV Years.  Hor! , / ich had
been born in Russian Li thuania in 1861,
I ived for a fe! , t  years as a young nan in
Fac'  Pr,rqsie en. l  i r .min.ated to the JniLed
SLaLes i r  1880. He | ,1 las president of  the
ah i . .nn qa.t  i  nn nf  tha 7:^^r ur 9d fzaLfur l

of America f rom' 1898 to I901, hao been the
f i rst  president of  the Federated Jev, l ish
Chari t ies of  chicago and uras an act ive
leader in the Arrrer ican Jewish Comrrr i t tee.  He
ha.r  hF..rro an inmancol  v SUCCeSSfUI manUfaC_

t - rer  d-d balrer 6^0, wi t '  i l ,  a ^oted
phi lanthropist .

Act ive Ant l -Nazi  Steps cr i t ic ized

for i ts cessat ion because the boycott  was
.arr .  i  nn . l i f  lpr  in l  aqh out at  Cerman Jews.
l^ l i th qu iet  d ip lomacy and pleadings, as in
the past,  the Nazis f l r ight  not  have acted so
violent ly against  the Jews, "Not only the
German Jews, but Jews al l  over the wor ld
h^vr hpFn i r .n^rr i  iTpd rr  he wrote.

. l rnps annr-Fnt rat  i  ^n nn r l .S.  Ant i -Semit iSn

It  u iould be far oel ter ,  he fe l t ,  i f
the Jer{ ish leaders concentrated on ant i -
semit ism in the Uni led States rather than

"heroical ly at tackj  ng Hi t l  er  verDal ly f rom
Amer. ica."  The A.er ican Jewish Commit tee,
hrote Fo rw ich,  was opposed to the boycoLt,
as was i ts great leader Dr.  cyrus Ad1er.
And i t  !aas the commlt tee, !1hich vvas oxgan-
ized in 1907 af ter  the Kishinev pogroms,
that had direct  connect ions wi th s imi lar

The B'nai  Br i thurqd,,rzdLru

and the American Jewish Joint  Distr ibut ion
Comnit tee also did not approve the boycott ,
according to Horr . l ich.

' -^ ' -  '^- ! , r ic \  re i terated hisn9o1 
'  o,  u o9dr

view that the boycott  had been more
harmful  Lo I ' re Je!1S of  Gerrany than bene-
f ic ia l ThF n. t  Hn-|r | ich con_

In the conclusion of  h is oook, pub-

I ished a f ter  f4u^ jch and Kr istal lnacht,  Por-
wich added a chapter ca11ed " I  Dra| ,1 a Few
ann. l , r<. innc'r  Amnnn ihe conclusions that
he drew ! !as that  some of our Jewish
Ieaders "acted very unuJ isely" t^rhen the

"Hit ler  regime suddenly and u.expectedly
fel l  upon the Je!,Js l ike wi ld beast.  "  He
f- .a l lF. l  th: t  in thF nest whe- there Were
outrages against  the Jews in Russia,  Jewish
leaders dere able to obtain rel ief  by
r r i . l1 in.  lh innc 

^vor 
. i lF1. ,  - reJr ' r r ry wrLrr  Lrrc dPPru-

c1!ded in his book, "shoLr ld be one of  de-
fFn. i ihn :n.  n^t  n i fpni i i .^ u- 9. . , .wt u)L Icaor, l

a demeanor and conduct that  wi .11 unceasing-
1y appeal  to the conscie.ce of  the wor ld.
l ,J e "nust unceasi"gly drop aI l  aggressiveness
.n. l  ToetnrF in i tc 

^1. .a 
.n .dp-^ l . l  n^ l  i -

cv nf  r r l i  n ' l i  f i  p. l  pnr l r ' r 'ancer .  .  .  .our ain iS
rnf  !^  des! rnv Hi t rar i<.m but to survive i t .
uF .an.nt  ' lpcl  rnv N^7ism. That is lhe

! , !or ldrs job,  and let  us hope i t  ! , r i l1 be ac-

^nmnr icho.,  ,h-+ iS the sort  of
f ight  to wl- ich we must devote our energies

r ' '^c .^.1 
^^f  

.d. i^ct

someone ef  se.  "

Pre-Hit .Ler Roots of  VarVi-rq Viewpoints

The bi t terness that div ided the Chi.ca-
go Jewish orga^ izat ions on the boycot t  is-
sue is exempl i f ied by a memo lef t  by f4ax
Knnc'F i " ' \  in his f i lps et  the American Jeui-
ish congress (now housed in the chicago
Je!, / ish Archives at  the Spertus Library).
KopsLein ! .Jas then a young at  to rney, aq of-
f icer of  the Amerlcan Jel , , / ish Conqress and
a .Leader of  the chicago Joint  Boycott
Counci l .  The nemo, whi le undated, musl  have
been ! , /dt ten somet ine in 19J8. He, l ike
othe r  local  Congress Ieaders,  was closely
ident i f ied wj  th Lhe nat ionaI president of
the Congress, Rabbi  Stephen l ' , / ise,  who was

nr i . tp 
^f  

f  r ' . i . lqI Unf ortunately,  l^ lhen
i l i i r6r  . imo ta nnhpr 

"^d at tacked the Jews

"several  of  the so-ca l led - teaders,  act ing
y, , iLhout proper author i ty,  or  due cor 's idera-
t ion,  became exci ted and made use of  demon-
<trr t inn< mr<< maFt i  nnc .h ' ,cF .n. l  < l .n-

dFr end f  in,  l lv  thF hnv.otL.
nhe Jeds nr.rsL do sorething, they

shouted through loudspeakers and headl ines.
l . l  e mLst not be 'sha-sha'  men. .  .  cor, !ards,
l ike the assimi lators.  l , ' le must f ight  to
the bi t ter  end. "

This boycot t  movement,  |^J rote ' lor l l l ich,
had occurred despi  te pleas by cernan Jews
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considered the leading proponenL of  Lhe
boycott  and other ant i -Nazi  demonstrat lons
and protests.

ln his memo, kopstein at tacked
those American Jewish organizat ions ! , lh ich
!rere not democrat ical ly elected as ! !as
the Congress. he c la imed that in Chicago
the Congress had a tota I  inoiv idual  menber-
shi  p o f  5,000 and had 255 a f f i  1 i  ated
Jel1l  ish organizat  ions,  co^gregaI ions,  ver-
eins and I  a n d s m a n s c h a f  t  e n ,  thus having a
total  membership of  some 40 ,  000 Jews. Each
i ' l rnAniTel inn vnfcr l  ! .  <pn. l  .  rFn'F.anl : r iw.

to the Execut ive Counci l  of  Congress,
c la ined Kopstein,  unl ike other Jer. l ish or-
ganizat ions ! , rh ich selected their  . Ieaders
from the " l1 lea I thy" y. , i thout any oemocrat ic

claimed lhat  ! , !h i le the ' ,democrat ic"  and
It l iberal ' | t  Je, , ! ish organizat io.s supporteo
t 'e boycotr ,  orher Jew;sh orga-t izat io^s
Mri thheld their  support .  Those Jewish or-
ganizat ions and their  leaders favored

pdrr. rc. tpaLLon ay une masses. Kopstein

"quiet  act ion". The remainder of  Kop-

Stamos issued oy the A"reri-
can Jet^rish Congress in the
Lhir t ies as part  of  i ts
controverslal  boycol tof
German goods.

Young and o1d, men and women,
co-e ro the syndgogue this ever ing.
Close up your businesses! Put aside
every task!  Lel  us plead !1l i th God for
mercy! . . .No one must remain at  home to-
nighl .  The Father of  Mercy must hear our
voice,  our tears and rescue us l ron our
misfortune.

Fund-Raisinq lor  Emiqrat ion Acceferates

Chicago Jeurry afso reacted to the
\ovember cr is is wiLh an oLt oour i^g of  non-
ey,  The ne!,rspapers reported on the fund-
rais ing dct iv iL ies of  o i ' fere.r t  organiza-
t ions,  such as the Joint  Distr ibut ion Com-
mit tee,  the Jewish Nal ional  Fund, the
t ln i ted oalesLine Appeal ,  0RT ano Llaoassah.

Chicago Jevvs began a special  $2,000,000
dr ive to aid European Jews. 0ne newspaper
repo-cted thaL a grJ.p caI .L ing i tsel f  the
I . l ternat ional  Jew ish Co lo^ iza Lio^ Society
,{as orgd'r  ized Jnder the leadership o I  an
.Jnide'r t i f ied young Chicago i .dLsLr ia l is t
! , r i th a program for resett l ing European Jet, l l_
rsh refugees. Many of  these dr ives were to
oecome coordinated at  the end of  19 iB !a i th
the founding oi  the Uni ted Jewish Appeal
for qe'ugees ano 0ve- seas Needs.

The Reiorm Advocate carr ied a fu11-
page ad on November 25 for a sho|1l ing of  the
f i1m "Inside cermany" at  0rchestra Ha11.
Proceeds ,^rere Lo go to the I1!ergovernmen-
tal  Cornmit tee for Pol i t ical  Refugees,
headed by l '4yro.  C. Taylor,  hho -aLer becane
A- er ican Represe'r  La I  ive to the Vat ican. l t
is  in iprpc,  l inn ln cnFrr la lF .dn.Frn i  n.  inF

content ol  the f i lm and how i t  l^ las made.

ICAIS

steinrs memo is sharply cr i t ical  of  the so-
cal led Je! ,u ish leaders !1 lho advocated be-
hind-the-sce^es acLion without par i ic ipa-
t ion of  the nasses. D i  I  ler ing at t iLudes
towdro -*e boycott  'n ^h:cdqo dooa' .n 1\

had roots in older communlty di f ferences as
wel l  as honest disagreement over tact ics.

Jews and Christ ians Try Prayer

As an af tpr-aLh o'  r  r i  s ta l  I  nach ,  an
interfai th day of  prayer on November 20 vuas
designated by the Nal ional  Conference of
Chr ist ians and Jel^ ls for  observance on a na-
t ionui  ide oasis.  T^ adoi t  ion,  The viddish

Courier reoor led on November 22 ( i r  . - rars-

lat ion f ron the Yiddish) lhat ,  "By prayer
a1d the 5ounoi-g o" Lhe S\o ld r  C^icago Jews
wi l l  jo in in the protest  by the American
oeople aqaicsL r*e \azi  menace."  I t  re-
ported that thousands of  Jeu,rs ! , r i11 gather
at  foLrLee^ designated cynagogues (a.L. l  o"
| , l lh ich appeareo to bp 0rr-rodox) to de-on-
strate thelr  sorro! !  at  Hi t ler 's "bIood-
spi l l inQ hool iga-s."  AfLer descr ib i^O the
memor ia l  serv. ic"s to oe helo i^  each syna-
goque i^ great delai l .  t -e Cour ier  or i . teo
the fo 11o!, | l  1n q proclamat ion of  the , 'N4ercaz

Harabbonirr  of  Chi  c ago' , :

lde are uJi tness to tne i  n c o m p r  e h e.  s i  b I  e
h-r- ih lp ' " rn. . iv  axi  cq has befal len oUr

people.  Come join th is evening in syn-
agogues 1n every neighborhood of  the
ci ty.  Let  our cry of  ! ,Joe be heard.  Lel
us open the gates of  mercy !a i th our IConlinued on next page]



0n November 24 The Yiddish Cour ier
n.rr ip.r  A l^nn <, tn-v on Kr is la l lnacht
from lhe "Jewish Telegraphic Agency Dai ly
Ne!, ls Bul- Ie l in,  "  the main news source f  or
the JeMi ish oress.  An ad jo in ing co lumn re-
oorted "Agi tat  ioc Combat ted in l '4any Co-mun-

tq

Chicoso Jews' Reoct ions to Terr ible Yeor 1938 (Cont 'd)

[Continued from Previous Pagel

Gro!, l inq Ant i -Serni t lsnr in America

ed, Several  incident s o f  a s im l l  ar  nature
occ,Jrr ing in \ew York yrer e also reported
af ter  Kr istal lnacht.

The Jews who took on lhe Si lvershir ts
on l , ,Je11s Street af ter  Kr istal lnacht most
iec"ra. l l  v  .on.o<anttr . l  1-ho rFi l  tppl  inn nf

what Chicago Je!1ls l l . lould have l iked to be
able to do to the Nazis in 1918. But as
our br ief  review of  the events of  19l  B has
inr i . : r6, !  tho ew< nr A-er icd in l9rB here

n^h.or la(< 1n .h:nnF lho n. l i t i . r l  . l im^tF

of the l imes. The authors referred to ear-
t i6r  , . . i rh t | . .6 in 

^- i - i - :SnS Of t^e:r  "el lOW

Jews torqet that  they are wr i  t inq i r  the
1980's and not in the context  of  condi-
Lions as they exisLed f i fLy year s ago. By
frr-rr" in.  nn .n- . : ' lp. t  nact ion o" Tel lot^
. lFd<. thFV fe^d fo 

^ l  
lpn, ,^rp tnp d ' , i  I  I  nf

t5e perpeLraLors of  the cr  imes. By over-
Iook. lng Lhe real  i  I  ies of  the t imes, the
ant i -semi l ism wh. ich was on the r ise 1n
Amer. ica and the exist ing immigrat ion laws
t^, t ic ' r  the Jphs here po!,Jer lps5 to c-a^ge,
thpv : r t r  rpwri t ino hi<t . l_,. .  ry.

I t  | , ,1as perfect ly sensible for  Jel t rs of
Amer ica to bel ieve L-1ar on Ly oLher govern-
f l rents and part icular ly that  o l  the Uni ted
States could stop Hit ler ,  Af ter  ( r istal l -

nacht,  the Jews fqund President Roosevel t
to be an i inplacable foe of  Hi t ler ,  a
preside.t  r , r tho , , !as r , ,J i  l l  jng to soea, out in a
country where the -ajor i ty of  l *e oeople
were st i l I  commit ted to isolat ionism and
kFpn i  nn AmFr i . .  n 

' f  
. f  f ,__ _.  . l re lgn t , l laI5,

Ac,cinninn n,r i l t  
" lhcrp 

Tt  Rpl .nn<
' - - . " ' ' . 'W

These authors are undoubtedly mot ivat-
ed by a des i  re to Leacr-  us Lhat we m,rst  not
"F-Fal  i -hp ^.c<iv i tv a- j  "a i  1u res of  l9 lB

bihen i t  comes to our fe l lo| /v Je$s overseas.
That is of  course true. But they should
rp: l i /p th: f  I  i f lv  vorrc hruo n.cca. ( in.o

Kristal lnacht.  Pre-hJor ld I / ' iar  I I  isolat ion-
ism disappeared hi th A-er ica 's v. ictory over

i t ies as Ant i -semit ism crows".

Cathol ic Church. Nevertheless,  coughl in

grol / . l ing ant i -semit ism which ! , ras therein re-
nnr i  F. l  h,re 

^^."rr in^ ^nt  
in F" ' .n6 h" l  in

the Jn i ted StaLes. The paper carr  ied ois-
I  rh inn rFnnrf  q f rnm v.r i . , ,< <np.Lpr< nf

outbreaks ol  ant i -semit ism across the coun-
try.

A long column rePorted on a recent

radio broadcast over Stat lon l , iMCA in Ne! ' l

York by Rev. Char les E. Coughl in of  Royal
l^ ,  [4 i .h in^n -hic hroadcasL was ctsarac-
ter ized as the f i rst  ant i -semi l ic  at tack
over a nat ion! ,J ide radio network in American
history.  Father Coughl in 's theme uJas that
- lo o.  t , . r ' - -  oera_se \azis-  " i .

-or^:nr:nr -ai i -51 
L o--  U- i , r  .or

wh ich,  he impl ied,  Jews r !ere responsib.Ler ' .
The Chicaqo press denounced the broadcast
d-o on l :cprnoer . I1 t - icaEo's Leo-g- rard. i^-

al  14!ndelein declared that couqhl in spoke
o- ly as a pr ivaLe ci t izen and jn no rray
ronraspntp. l  'hp nn.niOn of  the Roman

_'  in. l  h ic m^.r / intrdly ruLdf

social  Just ice | / ras , , r idely sold in Chicago.
of  ten oJts ide churches on Su'rdays.

Local  Nazi  Groups Flex f4uscles

Tha ahi . inn n.Fc< f  .on,  Fnt l  v rpnnrtc. l

^n 
mooi i  nn 

^f  
iha <i lvo.<hir le thF R!,n. i

:ot  ivo in thpPr u-, \dz I  L l rueP-

l_hie .nn . rp.  Tha n.p.< n ' ,h l i . i7arJ thpi .

' rhpi l in.  nt  f , i f lF-  dpnLnciat ion of  oresi-

dent Roosevel t  and at tacks on the Jews. "
Tho ahi . .^^ lo" , i  ch nr6--uEwrJ PrcrJ,  r  Pdrr lLUro"

carr ied numerous art ic les on the act iv i t ies
nf thFco in

Pd] LJ

thp .n| |n i rv Ac fhF American JediSh Year
" i_-

Rnn, nf  l91R <.h '  i t  
" ' i lnoc<F. l  

An

in. fFr.a in .^t iv i iw n.  ^f  -^+iui  Lrrc por

JcEf r , ,  dgrLdLUr5,. . .

There were instances where Je| , ls  retal-
ronnrtcr l  tha fh u,r fLdr. tu rrEw>PqP-r

on November 25 a f re e- fo r  -a 1f  occurred at  a
tavern at  875 North t ' le11s Street | t ' lhen 1,000
ant i -Nazis ! ' /aded into a Je! , / -bai l ing meet ing
nF si lvFrshir ts qix oersonS dere af IeSt-

Hi t ler . Ancaia. 's imminr^ l  in^ I  aws have

-hann.;  ^nrt  
in,12v ih-  State of  IsraeI has

an nnF- r lnnr nnl  i .v  r^r  a l1 Je! .J iSh ref-
Lrgees.

An examinat ion of  Chicago Jewry's re-
aet ion to Kr istal lnacht reinforces u/hat is
already evideFt.  The guj  I t  of  Kr istal l -
nacht and i ts af termath rests f i rst  and
foremost on Lhe Nazis and rhelr  European
accompl ices.  Revis ionist  h istory 

'  
whether

| , ,Jr i t ten by gent i les or Jev'JS 
'  

cannot detract

one iota f rom that.



Congregct ion B'noi Zion (Cont 'd)

lcontinued from page 5]

ing the fort ies Rabbi  Lassen, in i l l
hF: I  ih cn"nFi  rar 'v r- t i rement.  The con-

gregat ion engaged Rabbi Jacob Siegel  
'  

who

marr ied the daughter ol  Abraham Finkle-

stein,  a devoted member and f ive-term con-
gregat ional  president.  Holrever,  Rabbi  Sle-
geI served onl  y a short  L ime beFore leaving
for a Detroi t  pulpi t .

In 1945 Rabbl Henry Fisher came l rom

Rochester,  Ner^/  York,  to lead the congrega-

t ion,  l l ' lh ich he served unt i l  1954 | t ' lhen he

became emerl tus.  By I948 membership reach-

ed 850 fami l ies and more space ulas nee0eo 
'

pr imarj  I  y for  c lassrooms-

LarQe Addj . t ion Bui I t

The congregat ion was able to purchase

the property adj  acent to the ! iest  and bui l t

thereon the ! , loIberg Community center,  ! ' i  h ich

includes the 01i f f  Audi tor ium, a large hal l

$,hich can seat 1100 worshippe!s on the high

holydays, as ! , /eI l  as nine classrooms. The

ne!!  space t ias badly needed when i t  openeC

in 1957, for  membership had reached 1l00

iami l ies and a s imi lar  number at tended le-

1iqiaLrs school  c lasses.
Since Rahbi Fisher 's I954 departure 

'
the B'  nai  z ion pulpi t  has been occupj  ed by

Rabbj.s Morr is Fishman'  David Lincoln '  David

Saltznan, David Graubart  and, current ly,

Nor inan Fleinman.

Q i-q 1ge__8 e q,r r I e :-]\Lills t m e n t s

Through subse, luent years the comnLlnl ty

and demcgraphic patterns have ci langed.

Cir i ldren raised in Rogers Paxk have marr ied

and Ief t  the neighborhood. Chicago Je| / ' l ish

fani l ies have tended to set t le far ther west

or in the subuxbs, Rogers Park is no long-

er the Jewish comnunity that  i t  once hlas.

The neiqhborhood is changing rapj .dIy.  The

apartments and homes adjacent to the syna-
qogue bui  ld ings are gradual ly being occu-
pied by Bl  acks and HisPanics.

The number of  Jews l iv ing in Rogers
Park today is probably down to hal f  i ts
peak of  20 ,000 and i t  seems to be dt ' . r indl ing
each year.  Signi  f icant ly,  the averaqe age
of the Jewish populat ion there has increas-
o. l  

^^ncic ia6t lw 
.n. l  h.c.o. .nt lv hpp^ pet i -

mated as around sixty- f ive years.

R,n: i  Tinn A' lentq PPrseveles

Desp j . te gloomy predict ions and aL-
though i ts demise has frequent ly been

15

List Benefi ts of Belonsing As
Itlembership Renewol Time Approoches

As Society memoerships expi  re wi  th the
close of  the calendar year,  Membership
Chairman Marian cut ler  reminds current mem-
bers of  the nume rou s benef i ts they enjoy,

"rhe 
.du.nf .doc rr  cho <. i .1

recent ly,  "but I  want to emphasize just  a
fe! , / .  "  Then she went on to ment ion a sub-
scr ipt ion to the Society quarter ly,  reduced
r , toe f^r  nnn" l . .  tn"re

thF r inhi  tn et fFnr l  ihe annual  membersr
brunch, advance not ice of  meet ings,  d is-
count s on purchases at  the Spertus Museum
chAh .^.1 C.ao h, ,c eorvi .o t^ moFt i  nne . t

distant Locat ions,
This past year each member also re-

^ai  
wA. l  .  

^^6hl  
imant.rv 

^^nv ^f  
tho enF. i . l

tenth-anniversary publ icat ion,  she added.
A net, ,J addi l ion to menbersh ip benef i ts is
t . \F -1.^ i r i l  i rv ^f  nrrrr :ent  members to re-
cei  ve a f  ree copy of  each C JHS publ icat ion
to be puol i  shed by lhe Dor is Minsky Menor-
ia l  FLnd as i t  appears.  The fund hopes to
produce i ts f i rst  dur ing 1989.

n,,cc rF.F i  n l  c mr LF n^<<ihla mn<i s. . i -

- fv 
Ff fnr f .  tn nr6<.rvo I  ocal  Jew iSh his-

lory,  including exhibi ts,  the taping of
nre I  h:cfnr iFc th6 rnl  lect ion of  archiveS
and Lhe provis ion of  speakers as weI l  as
the social  hours which precede meet ings.
n"ac .ra Laht ln" '  cn l -h^! cvcr lurrc

si .st  in the ! , /ork of  the Society.
Ro. ' ! l  

^r  
. i , ,ac ha^in r i  q l5 nn

- - less t \an f ive cents per day. Seniors
and students may belong for as I  i t t . Ie as
$10.00 year ly.  A fu l l  schedule or dues ap-

^^do 
1A

ReneuJal  not ices vr i I l  go into the mai l
^r^-^ ^f  

thA hnt i .1.v .E._J"ua Lry

son. They | t . l i l l  be sent to aLl  members ex-
cept those laho jo ined for the f i rst  t ime
since JuIy 1.

forecast as imninent,  congregat ion Brnal
Zion cont inues to be strong and cont inues
to serve the needs of  an older Je|1ish com-
munity and those of  newly arr iv inq immi-
grants f ror  the Soviet  tJnioF. This year,
in the midst  of  i ts  sevent ieth anniversary,
snF^rf 'FAr i i  nn tFis m^inT funct ion is the
congregat ion's t i rst  woman president,  RuLhe
Sacks. B'nai  Zion sees a need for a Jewish
house of  worship in Rogers Dark for  the
foreseeable future,  and, as Ionq as the
nFp. l  ry is iq i t  intpnds to be there to f  i I . I
i i


